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Principal’s Column  

Over the past three years, staff have been involved 

in a Mathematics Coaching Program with maths 

coach Kathy Palmer. Kathy works with teams of 

teachers to further develop their capacity to teach 

mathematics. Teachers work together to plan a 

lesson, then one teacher teaches it to their class 

while Kathy and others observe and take notes. The 

team then meets with Kathy and discusses how the 

lesson went; what worked, what didn’t, how it could 

be improved. The lesson is ‘fine-tuned’. Another 

teacher in the team will then teach the refined 

lesson, which will then also be followed by feedback 

from the team/Kathy. This is a fairly daunting 

experience for teachers as it takes them right out of 

their comfort zone where they are open to critiques 

of their teaching practice. To their immense credit, 

all of our teachers have willingly embraced these 

opportunities to receive feedback on their teaching 

as they constantly look to improve as teachers.   

One of the areas Kathy spoke about this week was 

Assessment for, as and of learning. Parents would 

probably be most familiar with assessment OF 

learning; an example of this is when teachers have 

children complete a test and then form a judgement 

as to where the children are at. Assessment AS 

learning occurs when students think about how 

they are going and develop personal goals to work 

towards. Finally, assessment FOR learning is when 

teachers gain insights to what students are thinking 

and use this to inform their teaching.  

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

8 August School Review Day 2 

10 August Concert tickets on sale-

Clocktower 

16 August Sports & Graduation  

  Photos 

20&21 Sept School Concert 

 

 

August 15th    August 17th       August 23rd                  

9.00am Finance   5.00pm Buildings & Grounds    7.00pm School Council Meeting 

   

UNIFORM AWARD 

This week’s 

Uniform Wearer of the Week  

goes to 

MAYA ILIEVSKI & CHARLIE BRUNI 3H 

Congratulations Maya and Charlie for 

setting such a terrific example to the rest 

of the school! 
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One way of thinking about assessment is when you 

make soup. If, during the making of the soup, you 

taste it, (and respond by adding salt or spice etc) 

that’s formative. After the soup is made and your 

guests taste it, that’s summative. The guests form a 

judgement as to whether the soup was good or bad 

– usually in my case, they just get sick and never 

come back. 

Assessment is vitally important for teachers to know 

what each student’s starting point is, so they can 

then target their individual needs. 

3H Plants 111 trees for 

National Tree Day 

On August 2nd, 2017 it was National Tree Day and 

3H was selected to get involved by walking down to 

Moonee Ponds Creek to plant trees with Moreland 

City Council. We did a lot of digging, planting, 

carrying, staking and learned about how to care for 

the plants and support them as they go into the 

ground. We met Vince who taught us how to plant 

and more about the local environment and current 

projects.  

Altogether we successfully planted 111 healthy 

nutritious trees. The workers who helped us were 

exceptionally friendly and helpful. It was an 

extremely fun experience and we hope to do it 

again.                                                                        

Thank you to John Hughes for organising this 

event for us!                                                                                

Written by Jude, Maya, Charlie and Lilly  

If you would like to see all the trees planted by 

Oak Park Students (Grade 4 last year and 3H this 

year) then see below for a special event.  

Special Event: Herbert Street 'Living Stream' 

launch and planting day   

Oak Park Primary School students have been 

helping to restore the parklands at the Moonee 

Ponds Creek by planting trees. The project has re-

established 100m of the original Moonee Ponds 

Creek channel, supporting habitat and 

reducing storm water pollution.   A community 

planting will be held with the Friends of Moonee 

Ponds Creek to further build habitat and amenity at 

the site from 10am-12noon with official 

celebrations at 10:30am. 

All are welcome…….Wear sturdy shoes, appropriate 

clothes and bring your gardening gloves. 

Date: 

Sunday 13 August 2017 

Time: 

10 am - 12 noon 

Location: 

Herbert Street Reserve, Oak Park 

Cost: 

Free 
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Parent Opinion Survey 

2017                                    
Please note the survey information below relates 

to the Department of Education’s yearly parent 

survey – not the one that our school conducts 

periodically. 

The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey 

offered by the Department of Education and 

Training that is conducted amongst a sample of 

randomly selected parents at each school.  

It is designed to assist our school in gaining an 

understanding of parents’ perception of school climate, 

student engagement and relationships with our parent 

community. Our school will use the survey results to 

help inform and direct future school planning and 

improvement strategies.  

 

The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA 

Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to 

complete. The survey can be accessed via desktop 

computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any 

convenient time within the fieldwork period from 

Monday 7th August to Sunday 27th August.  

Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited 

to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to 

the survey are anonymous. 

The online survey is available in English, Arabic, 

Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha) and Hindi. 

Survey language guides will be provided in a range 

of languages including Albanian, Bengali, Burmese, 

Cantonese, Dari, Filipino, Greek, Gujarati, 

Indonesian, Japanese, Karen, Khmer, Korean, 

Macedonian, Malayalam, Pashto, Persian, Punjabi, 

Russian, Serbian, Sinhalese, Somali, Spanish, 

Tagalog, Tamil, Telugu, Turkish or Urdu. 

The survey results will be reported back to our 

school at the end of September. Last year we used 
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the survey results to inform our new reporting 

process.  For further information visit: 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/manage

ment/improvement/Pages/performsurveyparent.aspx 

New Playground Update                    
The new playground is coming along very nicely. 

The parts of the old playground we have kept have 

been cleaned and painted and now look great. The 

new spider web has been put in to place and a 

new border along the drop off fence was 

scheduled for completion today.  

Parts of the new playground have been delivered 

and will be progressively installed in coming days. 

We expect the installation will be completed by the 

end of next week.  

Japanese Language Teacher 

                                             

Parents & Friends News         
The 5c Frenzy will continue this Term                    

Father’s Day Stall:   31st August & 1st September 

Colour-a-thon:  30th August                                    

Father’s Day Movie Night:  1st September             

Footy Colour Day:  22nd September 
 

Book Club                                 
Next Book Club Meeting will be the 4th September 

@ 7.30p.m.     The Book will be Outlander by Diana 

Gabaldon 

All Welcome 

Sustainability 

RE-USING AND RECYCLING                                 

The 1/2’s are focussing on the re-using and 

recycling of items to turn them into new useful 

things. To do this we are going to actively engage 

in turning old materials into new ones. If you could 

help us collect some of these items it would be of 

great assistance:                                                          

1.25 litre soft drink bottles                                            

2 & 3 litre plastic milk cartons 

A quick rinse (with the water re-used on the 

garden of course!) would be appreciated. They can 

be dropped off at the Sustainability room (I’m here 

Wednesday to Friday). 

While we’re at it, we have a big recycling station in 

the Sustainability room where we collect many 

items that cannot be recycled through your usual 

recycling services. These include the following 

items:      Batteries, Old mobile phones, Ink 

cartridges, Toothbrushes and toothpaste tubes 

If you would like to get rid of items like these, and make 

sure they are disposed of responsibly, please bring them 

in and we will pass them on to organisations that recycle 

them. 

John Hughes                                                                         

Sustainability Co-ordinator 

A Day Without Speech          
Some great reports from Grade 5/6……………… 

On the 27th of July Oak Park Primary School 

students participated in “A Day Without Speech”. 

We fundraised for Cambodia and all the kids that 
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have trouble speaking and kids that can't speak at 

all. The money we raised went to speech 

pathologists so they can teach others who can help 

the kids that can't speak. The rules of the day were 

you couldn't speak during class but you could speak 

at lunch and recess.  

If I had to be honest, it was a challenging day for 

me. Being unable to speak is incredibly hard 

because you can't properly communicate with 

others. Having this day made me realise how lucky 

we are to live in a country with good education and 

specialists like speech pathologists.  

To sum this up it was a amazing day and a bit of a 

challenge. I learnt a bit of sign language I'm glad 

because it's pretty handy.  

By Ava Gennimatas 

 
On Thursday the 27th of July OPPS did a Day Without 

Speech as a fundraiser to provide Cambodia (a poor 

and third world country) funding for speech therapist. 

We weren't able to speak in class, but outside (at lunch 

and recess) we could speak, but I tried not to. The 

difficulties were trying to communicate with people 

outside, since I didn't have pen or paper, I had to try to 

write the word in the bark or dirt. I eventually gave up 

and talked for 5 minutes or so. Besides that, I did OK. 

By Lachlan Chila! 

 

On the 27th of July 2017 it was the day without 

speech at Oak Park Primary School. We did this 

because we wanted to spread awareness about 

Cambodia (a third world country) and to donate 

money for more speech pathologists. 

The rules for the day were simple but at the same 

time  hard to abide by. The rules were to not speak 

in class but you could speak at lunch and recess. 

The experience was very challenging because I'm a 

very chatty type of person. That meant not being 

able to talk was incredibly challenging. Another 

problem was explaining stuff because when I 

didn't know how to spell certain words, my friends 

just looked at me awkwardly. If I was a student in 

Cambodia with similar difficulties, I would be 

frustrated because I wouldn’t be able to explain 

my ideas. It would be handy to know sign 

language though. All in all, it would be hard to live  

anywhere without speech. 

By Cinar Calsimsek  

 

On Thursday the 27 of July we had a day without 

speech. O.P.P.S did it to raise and fundraise money 

for Cambodia a poor and third-world country. My 

grade 5/6C had agreed rules for the day. How was 

my experience for me? I think it was a great 

experience. The difficulties for me were not 

speaking and communicating with others. How I 

managed it. Well I tried just doing my work and 

then if I wanted to ask Hannah or anyone on my 

table for a texta or pencil, I would have to do it in 

sign language or write it down. It would be very 

hard for me because I need to speak otherwise I 

will blow up and words won't stop coming out of 

my mouth! So that's why I wouldn't like to be a 

child without the ability to speak. I am lucky and 

grateful for that. 

Aimee Foley 

 

On Thursday, the 27th of July at Oak Park Primary 

School, we had a day without speech. By not 

talking for a day, we were raising awareness and 

money for kids who have difficulty talking or even 

swallowing in Cambodia. Interesting. 

The rules that were put in place were that we 

couldn't talk during class time. Instead we had to 

communicate using other methods like sign 

language, a white board or technology. 

Challenging. 

The experience for me was weird at first, the room 

was quiet… too quiet (DONDONDON!). I started 

trying to go with the flow and try to get used to it. 

I had to use everything I could to communicate 

with other people. Smart.  If I was a child without 
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speech, I would try to get the respect of other by 

being nice before it is too late. I’d be thinking 

every night, why did it have to be me? 

Communicating is the heart of society and no one 

would want that taken away. 

Zeiter 
 
 

On the 27th July we had ‘Day Without Speech’. It's 

when schools don't speak for a whole day except 

for lunch and recess. We did it to fundraise and 

provide Cambodian kids and teachers as they are 

poor and unfortunate. We are also funding for 

speech therapists to help when help is needed. The 

rules for a ‘Day Without Speech’ is to not speak. 

My experience was great. I learnt new ways to 

communicate such as how do sign language and 

now I know my ABCs in sign language. But I think I 

could have done it a bit better because I had a few 

laughs with Poppy, well maybe a lot of laughs. It 

was frustrating when I wrote big words. For one, it 

took a long time to write and another is my hand 

was hurting a lot because of writing too long. I 

personally believe that it would be very 

challenging being a Cambodian kid without 

speech. It's difficult to talk to your peers and family 

but in a way I'm pretty quiet so I managed.  

By Tadanaishe  
 

On the 27th of July we had a day without speech. 

It's when schools don't talk for a day. Our school 

(O.P.P.S) agreed to do this challenging task. When 

our school started we weren't allowed to talk. The 

rules were you could only talk during lunch and 

recess and at specialists. The difficulty I faced was 

writing on a piece of paper Because when you try 

to tell a person something and you spell a word 

wrong it mucks up the whole sentence its so 

frustrating. If I was a Cambodian child without 

speech I would find it hard to communicate with 

people and it would be very hard at school. Now 

O.P.P.S knows how hard it not to talk like some 

Cambodian kids.     

 By Poppy 

 

 

On Thursday the 27th of July 2017, Oak park 

primary school had a day without speech this day 

was to help fundraise for the people who are having 

difficulties with hearing, taking, swallowing and 

communicating. So our school wanted to help out 

the people in Cambodia by having a day without 

speech where you don't talk to the whole day, 

donating money and trying to get other schools to 

sponsor and join in with us.  

The rules of the day were simple. All you have to do 

is not talk for the whole day during class, although 

you could talk during lunch and recess and that is 

it! It was also your responsibility to find out how you 

would communicate. You could use your IPad, 

notebook or a website that could talk for you. My 

experience for the day went great because I got a 

lot more work done and it was fun finding out new 

ways to communicate to people, although it was 

really frustrating having to write long paragraphs 

trying to tell someone something or having to 

shush someone for always talking too much.  

In my opinion being a speech therapist in Cambodia 

would be a hard job and so frustrating because I just 

love to always talk to my friends and having that 

away from me wouldn't me nice.  

Overall having the day without speech was a great 

day to see how people who can't talk or is deaf 

would feel like.  

By: Yifen 
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Crafting                                   
We are asking for parents who would like to assist 

with making handmade cards for our Father’s Day 

Stall. Or if you have your own craft project, bring it 

along & just come for the conversation!     

Where: Oak Park Primary School Library                   

When: Thursday 3rd August, 3:30pm – 4:30pm 

Bring: yourself (school children will be able to play 

supervised at the playground, after 3:45pm there 

will be board games for quiet activities in the 

library for children).  Or you can bring your own craft 

project if you prefer to work on that.  If you have any 

questions, please don’t hesitate to call Stacey on 0403 

598 299. 

“Crafting each day 

keeps the crazycrazycrazycrazy away!” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 
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Performing Arts News 

 

Tickets on Sale- Thursday 10th August                           
Dear Parents, 

The Bi-Annual School concert will be held at the ClockTower Theatre in Moonee Ponds.  

Concert Dates- Wednesday 20th September and Thursday 21st September 2017. 

Important information- All tickets to be purchased via the ClockTower Box Office on 9243.9191 or 

you can buy them at the venue. This event is organised through the ClockTower Theatre, not 

the School Office.  

There is a limit of 4 tickets per family. Seats are limited and this is the only fair way to ensure that 

all children have a family member in the audience. 

On Friday 1st September any unsold tickets will be available to all families and you will have the 

opportunity to buy more tickets if you wish.  

Any questions please come and see me, 

Melanie Schirmer 

Performing Arts Teacher 
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WOW AWARDS for RESPECT 
Class Name Awarded for 

FH Liam Donovan For trying so hard at every writing activity and stretching out words brilliantly.  

Well Done! 

FA Barab Kaygisiz For always being respectful and encouraging towards others when playing 

whole class games.  Well done! 

FP Adam Jammal For always using your manners and kind words when speaking to others 

1C Madeline Reither For always striving to give her best and persisting with her work 

1/2G Ryan Lam For working hard to bounce back and behave appropriately in class 

1M Ryder Freeman For demonstrating great listening skills and respect for others.  Well done 

Ryder! 

2E Miriam Mekhael For showing respect in the classroom by carefully listening to others and for 

beautifully reading all texts with fluency 

2D Emmanuel 

Chalhoub 

For always listening respectfully to others in class and for working hard on 

your writing by adding lots of detail 

3B   

3C Artemis Rezai 

Mirghaed 

 

3H Jackson Chila  

4A Ben McCulloch For taking great care with his written work 

4JW   

5/6P   

5/6H Lachlan Cannon  

5/6C Selin Cosgun  

Art   

Sustainability   
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Japanese Abbey Taylor 5/6C For her consistent respectful attitude in the Japanese classroom and always 

putting forth her best efforts despite challenging tasks.  Keep it up! 

Phys. Ed. Artemis Rezaei 

Mirghaed 

 

Performing 

Arts 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

   School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manger   Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Bron Barwick   nursebron@yahoo.com 

School Council President Joanne Roolker  joanne.roolker@live.com.au 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  

 


