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The Oak Leaf 

Oak Park Primary School will work collaboratively to provide a stimulating, safe and challenging 

learning environment that promotes resilient, innovative thinkers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniform Award 
                                                                                                 

This week’s 

Uniform Wearer of the Week Award  

goes to  

AYDIN AKAY 3e 

Congratulations Aydin for setting such a terrific example 

to the rest of the school! 

 

Principal’s Column 

‘Creativity is as important now in education as 

literacy and we should treat it with the same status’.  

Ken Robinson 

Bryan and I attended the Future Schools Expo at 

the Exhibition Centre last week where we got a 

chance to listen to my idol, Sir Ken Robinson.  Ken 

is famously known for his TED talk on how ‘schools 

kill creativity’ (rating #1 with over 13 million views), 

explaining how we need to rethink the way we 

educate our students of today.  He proposes that 

our education system, which is based on the 

industrial revolution of the 19th century, has not 

changed to cater for our students living in the 21st 

century.  He talks about how our focus needs to 

change to one that is more focused on imagination 

and creativity in order to deal with an uncertain and 

problematic future.  He believes that we no longer 

can teach our students how we were taught,  when 

we went to school.  Our children need not only to 

be literate and numerate but also curious, problem 

solvers, critical thinkers, good communicators, 

collaborators, with great social and emotional skills.  

There lies the challenge ahead. 

After attending the Expo I couldn’t help but feel 

excited about the fact that we are heading in the 

right direction at OPPS.  We are changing the 

norms on how we teach and we are incorporating 

essential 21st century skills throughout our 

curriculum, especially through inquiry using the 

Challenge Based Learning framework.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March 29th   Last day of Term 1  

   2.00pm Dismissal 

 

March 30th   Good Friday 

 

April 16th   First Day Term 2 

 

April 26th   Uniform Swap Meet 

 

May 10th & 11th  Mothers Day Stall 

 

May 21st   School Photos 

 

May 22nd & 24th    School Tours 

 

May 26th   Comedy Night 
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 In addition to this, over the next four years we are 

investigating ways to incorporate higher levels of 

student agency across the school to ensure that our 

students are learning through activities that are 

meaningful and relevant to them, driven by their 

interests and that are self-initiated with appropriate 

guidance from teachers.  We are heading in the 

right direction! 

So what does this mean for you as a parent?  

How can you do your bit to develop your child to 

live in an uncertain future?  I know many parents 

have asked me about this, with the most common 

question, which high school should I send my child 

to?   How can I tell if the school is right for my child 

and what can I do if it isn’t?  Ken Robinson has just 

published a book ‘You, Your Child and School’ 

where he offers advice for parents to learn about 

the kind of education their children really need and 

what they can do to make sure they get it.  

If you have any questions relating to our school’s 

direction in equipping your child/ren with the skills 

they need for their future, don’t hesitate to come 

and see me as my door is always open. 

Have a wonderful and safe Easter break and I look 

forward to seeing you all back again in term 2.  

Enjoy the moment with your kids as time flies by so 

quickly. 

Monika Gruss 

 

 

Congratulations Elliot! 

My apologies that Elliot’s name was 

spelled incorrectly in the last 

newsletter.  What a great achievement 

Elliot 

The school received a notification recently of a great 

milestone achieved by one of our students. Elliot 

Mohummadally who is a Joey Scout has earned the 

Joey Scout Promise Challenge. Only a small 

percentage reach this level and those who do are 

among the top achievers among Scouting’s 47 

million members globally.  

To attain this top award in each of the five Sections 

in Scouting reflects initiative in tackling this 

challenge, sustained effort over many months and 

years, plus self discipline, teamwork and leadership.  

Congratulations Elliot – we are very proud of you! 

Lost Property                         
We have many pieces of uniform in out lost 

property cupboard.  We also ask families to check 

their child’s uniform and ensure they have their 

own items, particularly bomber jackets. 

We would ask students to not take items from lost 

property that do not belong to them. 
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P.F.A 

Thank you 

A big thank you to the school community for your 

support of PFA fundraising activities.  Thanks to 

you, PFA raised close to $19000 in 2017!  These 

funds were used to upgrade the new 1/2 

playground and are currently being used towards 

the art program.  Discussions are currently being 

held as to where fundraising efforts will be directed 

towards in 2018 

The 2018 Parent & Friends Committee comprises: 

President:    Bron Barwick 

Vice President:  Kelly Richardson 

Secretary:  Nicole Tu 

Treasurer:  Jessica Sermeliotis 

We look forward to another successful year, 

especially since 2018 will host the school fete, 

which is something to look forward to!  

In 2018 PFA activities will include: a school disco, a 

comedy night, mothers and fathers day stall, footy 

colours day, movie night and uniform swap meets, 

just to name a few. As well as fundraising, we aim 

to bring the community together for enjoyment 

and to form connections.                                             

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 1 May 

at 7:30pm in the staffroom. All welcome. 

Comedy Night                     
Save the Date as this is always a huge success and a 

fun night.  Get a table together for a lot of laughs. 

Saturday 26th May 

Save the Date…… 

 

 

Book Club                             
April 7th @ 7.30pm                                                    

Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris 
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Premier’s Reading 

Challenge 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2018 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now 

open and Oak Park Primary School is excited to be 

participating.  

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from 

birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of 

reading for literacy development. It is not a 

competition; but a personal challenge for children 

to read a set number of books by 7 September 

2018. 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to 

read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents 

and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are 

challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a 

certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 

Premier and can choose to have their name 

included on the online Honour Roll.  

 

If you would like your child‘s name to appear on 
the Honour Roll, please sign the form attached 
at the back of the newsletter and return it to 
your school. 

 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the 

booklists and for more information about the 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

 

If you choose to participate in the Reading 

Challenge, please return the forms to Denise 

Anderson (Grade 4). 

 

 

Japanese News 

Stay tuned for more details coming in Term 2 

newsletters and notifications on Compass. 

Melissa Ly 

Japanese Language Teacher 

 

Team Holiday 
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Book Fair                                     
SAVE THE DATE:                                             

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to Oak Park PS!    

The books will be arriving on Tuesday 22nd May for 

a week of ‘paw-fect’ viewing and purchasing.  

         

Further details will be provided next term 

School Photos                     
School Photos will be taken this year on Monday 

May 21st 2018.  Order forms will be sent out later in 

the month of April.   A reminder that all students 

will be required to wear correct school uniform.   

Coles Vouchers                 
hanks to everyone for collecting the Coles vouchers 

for sports equipment for our school. Tuesday April 

3rd:  last day to collect vouchers from Coles.  Please 

send all vouchers to school during the first week of 

Term 2, week of April 16th  

Chess Club                             
Please return your Chess Form to the office by the 

end of the week, we welcome new students to the 

club. Please see Melanie or Fran (at the office) for a 

form. Thank you! 

 

Congratulations                 
Huge Congratulations to one of our ex-students, 

Ezi Magbegor, who has the basketball world at her 

feet!  Please have a read of what an amazing rising 

star this girl is. 

 

 

Friendship Day                    
Just a couple of photos from our Friendship Day.  

Stay tuned until after the holidays for a complete 

report in the newsletter 
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Year 6-7 Transition 

OAK PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL                      

TRANSITION TIMELINE Year 7-2019                          

16 April:  Transition packs distributed to                 

parents/carers of Year 6 students.                                    

11 May:  ‘Application for Year 7 Placement’ forms 

to be returned to Oak Park Primary School by this 

date.                                                                                  

8 August:  Oak Park Primary School to notify 

parents/carers in writing, with placement offers.             

11 December: Secondary Schools host an 

Orientation Day for Year 6 students. 

Rosehill Secondary College 

 

 

 

Essendon Keilor College 
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Coburg High School 

 

 

Community News 
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Oak Park’s Got Talent- Lunchtime Club 

We have had some fantastic acts this week. We had 3 comedy acts: Archie told us some good jokes, Varsha 

and Zara worked as a team telling their jokes and Tori and Chloe made us all laugh too. We also had Rahni, 

Makayla, Riley, Sarah and Zara who worked so well together to show us a great dance routine. 

This week our winning act was Zeynap, Landen, Ella, Amelia, Lucy and Mia G. They performed a song called 

“River” and combined rapping and dancing. It was very entertaining. They will perform their act for you next 

week on Thursday at the final assembly for the term.   This weeks performers are below- Good Luck! 

Thur 29th March Jayna Hula Hoop 

Thur 29th March Riley 2M, Olivia 2M, Millie 2M Dance 

Thur 29th March Coco and Friends Dance 

Thur 29th March Jayda Dance 

Thur 29th March Mia Dance/Singing 

   Term 2 Oak Park’s Got Talent timetable will be posted in the first newsletter next term. 

Term 1Value - RESPONSIBILITY 

Class Name Awarded for 

FH Maya Krzton For working hard to improve your writing and sounding out words 

independently.  Keep up the wonderful effort 

FS Lily McCracken For showing enthusiasm for everything we learn in class – you’re a great 

role model.  Well done! 

FP Harvey King For showing great enthusiasm towards your learning and for being a 

great helper to everyone! 

1M 
 

Ayana Goel For settling in beautifully to our class.  Well done Ayana 
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1H Elaa Raghubanshi For always listening to instructions, focussing on tasks and being kind 

and respectful 

1/2C 

 
Zahli Maynard For being a caring student and always helping your classmates 

2M 
 

  

2D Edwin Griffiths For staying focussed in class and finishing all class work to the best of his 

ability.  Edwin worked hard to catch up on all work that was missed.  

Great effort 

3E Dopnika Corso For constantly striving to do, and present your best.  You are always 

there to help everyone 

3P 

 
Julian For always putting so much effort into your work, and having a positive 

attitude 

3/4B 
 

  

4A 

 
Isabella Moonen For exemplary work habits and behaviour in our classroom 

4JW 

 
Bejna For being responsible and bringing your reading log in with great 

comments 

5/6C 
 

  

5/6G 
 

Layla Sapiano For working independently and successfully to build her 3D robot by 

making accurate nets 

5/6LD 
 

Will Percy For displaying a positive attitude towards your learning 

5/6P 
 

  

Sustainability   

Art   

Japanese Ryan Reichhart 3/4B For displaying responsible behaviour towards his learning in Japanese 

with the creation of his Japanese word find.  Keep up the great effort 

Ryan! 

Phys. Ed.   

Performing 

Arts 

Elise Hughes 1M For your constant enthusiasm in every class and respectful nature 

towards all your peers.  Well done! 
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Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 

   School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manager  Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Bron Barwick   nursebron@yahoo.com 

School Council President Joanne Roolker  joanne.roolker@live.com.au 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  
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