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Principal’s Column 

How To Make Friends 

Andrew Fuller 

 

One way to be happier is to increase the quality of 

our friendships. Whether you are a sociable person 

or a loner, friendships are important. One of the 

easiest ways to remain engaged and interested at 

school, at work or in life is to enjoy the company 

of the people that we are with. 

 

Let’s talk about how to build friendships (without 

turning into some sort of gushy, over the top, Ned 

Flanders type character). 

 

Look people in the eye 

Gaining brief eye contact with people 

communicates interest and trust. One simple way 

to do this is to mentally remind yourself to notice 

the colour of other people’s eyes as you say hello 

to them. 

 

Smile and say hello 

While the minimalist “hi” accompanied by a shrug 

may seem cool, it can also come across as 

disinterested and uncaring. Smile genuinely when 

you meet people and let them know you are glad 

to see them. 

 

Call people by their name - a lot 

Most people feel liked and reassured when 

someone calls them by their name. Try to use their 

name at least twice in a conversation, once when 

you meet them and once when you say goodbye. 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

                                         

Uniform Award 

This week’s  

Uniform Wearer of the Week Award  

goes to  Jasmine Ellis Di Martino 

and Kieren Spiteri 

 

Congratulations  Jasmine and Kieren 

for setting such a great example to 

the rest of the school! 

 

 

June 20 Chess Tournament 

 

June 21 Mid year reports online 

 

June 24-24 Wellbeing Days 

 

June 26 Student led conferences 

 

June 28 Last day of term 2 

  2.00pm dismissal 

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Be where you are 

One of the easy ways to stand out as a good friend 

is to be with people when you are with them. This 

means rather than checking messages, or scrolling 

through social media or sending texts you actually 

stop, talk, look at and listen to the people you are 

with. 

 

Feel lucky to know them 

One of the really simple ways to be a good friend 

to someone is to decide that you are lucky to know 

them. 

 

Ask people what they think 

One way of getting past the awkward stage in 

conversations is to ask people just what they have 

been doing but also what they think about 

something. Seeking their ideas and thoughts 

shows that you value them. 

 

Get to know a lot of people 

Not everyone you meet will be a close friend. 

The more people you get to know even a little bit, 

the more likely you will be able to find friends. It 

can also be good in life to know some people as 

good acquaintances as well as having close 

friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get to know people who are different 

One of the ways to live an interesting life is to talk 

to people who are different than you. Getting to 

know people from different countries and  

backgrounds will enrich your life and stretch your 

ideas. 

 

What young people want in a friend 

I asked over 1,000 young people last year what 

they looked for in a friend. They said: humour 

honesty kindness and caring trustworthy non-

judgemental happiness 

 

Say hello to people you don't know 

All of your friends were strangers once. 

Maybe it is time to start saying hello to some 

people you would like to be friends with but don’t 

know yet. 

 
The best way to lose an enemy is to make them 

into a friend - Abraham Lincoln. 
 

  

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Parent/Teacher/Student 

Meetings 

Staff members are very busy at present writing the 

June Reports for each student in their classes. This 

is a very complex duty and teachers try very hard 

to write full, fair and comprehensive reports within 

the guidelines and constraints of the school’s 

reporting program.  

As a written report cannot convey all the necessary 

information it is crucially important that parents 

and students attend the Parent/Teacher/Student 

Meeting Day on Wednesday June 26th (alternative 

times can be negotiated if you can’t make this 

day).  

 

 

 

This day is an ‘alteration to school hours’ day 

and students are marked present when they 

attend the Interview with their parents. Please 

note there will be no school for children on this 

day – except when they attend the 

Parent/Teacher/Student meeting.  

 

 

 

Reports will be available online from Friday June 

21st to give parents the opportunity to read them 

prior to the meetings 

Booking Parent Teacher 

Interviews through 

Compass 
   

On Wednesday 26th June, you will be provided 

with an opportunity to meet your child’s teachers 

to discuss the mid semester report, learning 

portfolio and general progress. Time slots will be 

available between 9:00am and 7:30pm and 

interviews will be scheduled at 15-minute 

intervals.  

To make a booking through the app, ensure you 

select the ‘menu’ (3 bars) in the top left-hand 

corner of the screen.  Then select ‘Conferences.’  A 

new page will appear, titled ‘Term 2, 2019 Parent 

Teacher Interviews’.  Once you have selected it, 

your child’s name will appear on the screen and 

you will then be prompted to select the teacher 

and class and then you will see a drop-down box 

with the available times.  Select your preferred 

time and then you will be asked to ‘Confirm 

Booking. 

Bookings close on Tuesday 25th June.  Please 

ensure you book as soon as possible.  

Specialist teachers will be available in the Library 

all day.  We will not have a booking system in 

place for them.  You can go to the library any time 

between 9:00am and 7:30pm to discuss your 

child’s progress. 

  

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Student Wellbeing - Aged 

Care Program 

Words cannot express how proud I feel of our 

children from Oak Park PS.  Group C, our first 

group of students to visit the aged care facility, 

displayed a great deal of compassion, empathy, 

leadership skills, respect for the elderly, 

responsibility and resilience throughout our visit.  

Initially, on arrival, it felt a little confronting for 

some students, especially for some who had never 

visited a family member in a nursing home before.  

Although all students quickly warmed to the 

residents and shared a photo of their family with 

them and a favourite book they’d selected.  They 

also played the piano, were throwing and catching 

the ball and shooting the ball through a hoop - 

this got everyone involved and we even noticed a 

bit of competitiveness between our students and 

the residents. 

I received a call directly after our visit to Hilltop 

Aged Care facility and was so pleased to hear that 

the aged care residents asked the employees 

when our students would be returning.  They were 

extremely happy to have us and said that our 

children from OPPS are very polite and respectful 

- I agree!!!! 

One lady called Eleni, who spoke mostly in Greek, 

wasn’t able to express how much she enjoyed the 

student’s company, due to having dementia.  She 

apparently kept asking ‘Pou ine ta pedia?’ Which 

translated means ‘Where are the children?”   

 

 

It nearly brought me to tears to see the true 

happiness in the residents faces when around our 

students and also the sparkle in their eyes.  At 

times, we experienced language barriers, some 

moodiness (which I had to explain further to our 

group) and no oral communication, but our 

amazing students found it within them to 

communicate with the residents and to put a smile 

on their faces! 

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Tahlia reading her favourite book- always with a 

smile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harley reading to Eleni. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Playing the 

piano  

 

 

 

 

Next week I will be taking another group of 10 

students (Group A), as we will be alternating 

groups each week, as we have a total of 30 

students participating in the program.  We are 

looking forward to performing ‘the zorba dance’ 

to the residents (learnt through my Greek 

heritage), painting their fingernails, playing some 

card games (snap) and also having some of our 

very talented students play the piano. 

Group C will be working on a little dance 

performance to present to the residents during 

our next visit.  Well done to Group C - Landen, 

Sharky, Harley, Tahlia, Lucy, Montana, Teagan, 

Emmanuel, Georgia and our Wellbeing Leader, 

Adem.  I am so proud of you all.  

 

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Montana 

sharing her 

love of dogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throwing and catching the ball  

with Jim. 

 

Maria Giordano 

Student Wellbeing Officer 

 

 

Aged Care Visit 

Hi our names are Teagan and Montana.  We are 

going to talk to you about the Aged Care home 

that we visited last week.  Maria kindly drove us to 

the home and back.  Last week was our first time 

visiting, therefore we hadn’t planned any activities, 

so we just introduced ourselves to the residents. 

Us going gave them pure happiness which 

warmed our hearts. 

We were asked to bring a family photo and our 

favourite picture story book.  We shared with the 

residents some information about our life back at 

home and all about ourselves.  They enjoyed our 

company and 

the time we 

spent with them 

I really believe 

that every 

second with 

them counts as a 

new memory to 

cherish.  It was 

an amazing 

experience, thanks to Maria and Therese for all 

their hard work.   

 

Written by Teagan Leary (4T) and  

Montana Denman (4P) 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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NAIDOC WEEK 

This year Oak Park Primary School celebrated 

NAIDOC week by having an Incursion hosted by 

three Indigenous people from the Cultural 

Infusion group but more specifically Margaret 

River, Western Australia.  

NAIDOC week is about celebrating Indigenous 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 

recognising the great contribution of their culture 

to the Australian community.  

Big Al, Pancakes and Azza hosted the day and 

took the students through a Welcome Ceremony 

where they introduced themselves and painted 

student faces in traditional tribal patterns. The 

students were then split into groups where they 

rotated through three different activities: 

Aboriginal Art where they used symbols to tell a 

story, Aboriginal Dance where they told a story 

using specific aboriginal dances, and Storytelling 

where the students learnt about different 

Indigenous and Non - Indigenous tribes.  

The day concluded with a Closing Ceremony 

where the girls performed the ‘eagle arm dance’ 

and the boys performed the ‘emu dance’. There 

were rave reviews across the school from 

students to teachers, all enjoying a fabulous, 

engaging and very educational experience.  

Thank you to the Indigenous Education 

Committee for working tirelessly together to 

make this opportunity a reality.  

 

Thank you to Big Al, Pancakes and Azza for 

making an incredible experience for the Oak Park 

community. And a massive thank you to all 

students and teachers for their enthusiasm and 

respect to the Indigenous people in our 

community.   

 

 

 

 

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Take Care Out There! 

 
Nabil will help you get across the street safely 

 

With the school holidays fast approaching (7 more 

school days), it’s a good time to keep safe around 

school.  

 

While Nabil and Rosa are monitoring the crossings 

on Willett and Summit Avenue, our teachers are 

on duty at the drop off and pick up area.  The area 

gets really busy so we are asking our parents and 

guardians to be especially careful. 

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Please: 

 If avoidable - parents, don't get out of the 

car 

 Ask your child to get into the car via the 

door closest to the school exit and ask 

them to do it as quickly and as safely as 

they can  

 Try not to take up more than your car 

space – observe the lines indicating where 

to stop your vehicle 

 Keep the line moving so that your entry 

and exit is as smooth as possible 

 

Teachers are in the school yard on duty until 

3:45pm.  After that time, any remaining students 

are sent into the office to wait for parents who 

might be late.   
 

 

 

Thanks Nabil! 

 

 
Rosa’s ready to brave the weather to keep our students safe 

CERES – Student 

Environmental 

Leadership Program 

On Monday 17th June we were visited by Tom, 

Claire and Leah from CERES Environmental Park. 

They worked with representatives from all 3-6 

classrooms, plus our school captains to survey 

the school in terms of its biodiversity provisions.  

The students worked through a whole day 

program learning about eco-systems, completing 

an audit of our school grounds, putting together 

an action plan and working on an insect hotel.  

 

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.oakparkps.vic.edu.au/


 

 

 

Willett Avenue Oak Park 3046                                      Issue 18 

t 9306 9182    e nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au    web   www.oakparkps.vic.edu.au                              June 19th 2019 

 

 

 
 

11 

The Oak Leaf 

Oak Park Primary School will work collaboratively to provide a stimulating, safe and challenging learning 

environment that promotes resilient, innovative thinkers. 

 

The students were thoroughly engaged and 

contributed thoughtfully throughout the 

sessions.  

Our next challenge is putting our plan into action 

and creating ways by which we can increase the 

range of living things that might find food, 

shelter or other comforts in our school grounds. 

This was also part of our commitment to 

Resource Smart Schools (through which we were 

able to have this experience free of charge) and 

was the final step in achieving our ‘CORE’ 

module, which we will now submit for 

accreditation.  

Below is a photo of the team who took part. 

 

 

 

 

 

Inquiry Learning 
 

 

At Oak Park Primary School, Inquiry has shifted 

into a ‘contemporary approach to inquiry:’ 

 

1. Inquiry learning has become an approach 

and is undertaken across the day rather 

than in the afternoon under the heading of 

Integrated Studies. Inquiry is a way of 

being for both teachers and students.  

2. Inquiry learning has moved from topics to 

concepts that are explored through a big 

question rather than an idea.  

3. Inquiry learning has moved beyond the 

classroom and connected students 

digitally to the world, Without leaving the 

classroom  

4. Digital technologies that were once an 

optional extra are embedded in 

teaching practice.  

5. Units of inquiry have moved from shared 

plans to shared, differentiated and 

personalized pathways. Units are planned 

collaboratively and there are some shared 

experiences and others that are 

customized to the students learning needs 

in the different classrooms in a year level.  
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6. Inquiry learning has moved from teacher 

initiated and planned inquiry to a co-

constructed approach that gives students 

a voice and input. Initially the inquiry is 

framed with possible lines of inquiry and a 

couple of shared learning experiences. 

Teachers collect what the students know 

and are curious about. From the shared 

learning experiences the teachers bring 

the data back and look at what it tells them 

about where to go next. This process 

brings the students into designing learning 

experiences for themselves.  

 

7. Inquiry has moved the learning from a 

contrived/artificial context to work with 

real-world issues, opportunities, 

challenges and problems for authentic 

audiences and real-life benefits.  

8. Inquiry has moved from learning ABOUT to 

learning HOW. In Kath’s words: Don’t learn 

it – Do it – Then you learn it.  

9. Inquiry has moved students beyond 

reflection to reflection and metacognition 

(thinking about their thinking and 

learning).  

10. Inquiry has moved from teaching skills 

alone to teaching skills and dispositions or 

character traits. 

 

Classrooms will be focusing on the concept of 

‘Discovery.’  Ask your child what big questions 

they have around that concept and what they’re 

curious about learning 

 

Maria Giordano 

Inquiry Learning Leader  

Premier’s Reading 

Challenge 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This is a reminder for those who have registered 

for the Premier’s Reading Challenge to continue 

to update their completed books on the website.  

Well done to those students who have already 

completed their challenge. That’s a great effort! 

The Challenge closes on September 6th 2019. 

So, happy reading and update those records!  

Kind regards, 

Denise Anderson 

 

Casual Clothes Day 

On the last day of school for Term 2, the 

Fundraising Committee are holding a Casual 

Clothes Day for all students. The money that is 

raised will go towards Grade 6 Graduation.  

 

Thank you to everyone who bought icy poles last 

term - this money has made a big difference in 

supporting Graduation already.  

 

If everyone could please bring a gold coin 

donation for wearing casual clothes, the 

Fundraising Committee will come to classes and 

collect it.  

 

Thank you! 

From the Fundraising Committee 

(Alessio, Arda, Ella, Hannah, Kelly, Naia and Noah) 

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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STEM Superstar Visit 
 

This week, Grade 2 were lucky enough to get a 

visit from a real life scientist. Dr Kate Fox is a 

STEM Superstar who works for RMIT University 

(she also plays footy with Martha!).  

She talked to the kids about how she uses 3D 

printing to make plates which doctors insert in 

people’s bodies when they have broken bones.  

Did you know that scientists are 

experimenting with using powdered 

diamonds in the plates to increase their 

strength? 

One day, you could have diamonds inside your 

body! We also learnt that the strongest material 

in the world is spider silk and that a material 

named Kevlar is a synthetic spider silk that is 

strong enough to stop bullets.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Kate, for your time and for inspiring 

many budding scientists! 
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Sewing Helpers Needed 

Are you a crafty parent/carer/grandparent who 

would like to help sew costumes and accessories 

for the school concert? Sewing will be begin at 

the start of Term Three. 

If you are interested please email Sheryl on 

hamilton.sheryl.s@edumail.vic.gov.au and I will 

contact you at the start of term three. 

To help out can you please email your sewing 

skills level (see table below) and roughly how 

many hours you can provide and I will try and 

find a sewing task to fit with your needs. 

Sewing Skill Level 

Beginner 

Hand Sewer 

I am happy to sew basic 

accessories by hand (eg- sew 

material together to make a 

flower) or I’m great with a 

glue gun. 

Advanced  

Hand Sewer 

I can sew by hand detailed 

little accessories, I can sequin, 

sew head pieces etc 

Beginner 

Sewing 

Machine 

I can hem pants and sew in a 

straight line, nothing too hard 

please. 

Intermediate 

Sewing 

Machine 

If patterns are pre-cut I am 

happy to sew costumes 

together.  

Advanced  

Sewing 

Machine 

I am a confidant sewer, give 

me the material and I can cut 

out the pattern, sew it up and 

give you back the costume 

complete.  

 

Thank you so much for donating your time and 

skills to the school concert. 

I will be in touch at the start of next term. 

Sheryl Hamilton Costume Organiser 

On behalf of  

Melanie Ojczyk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.
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PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 
 

Earn and Learn 

 

A huge thankyou to our school families for collecting Woolworths Earn and 

Learn stickers. 

At last count, we have already collected over 7,000 points to put towards 

educational rewards for our school. Woolworths are continuing to give out 

stickers until the 25th June so we need all stickers to be handed in before the 

end of term.  

You can download sticker sheets from the Woolworths website to stick your 

earn and learn stickers on, or put the stickers in the box at the office and we will 

use them to finish of sheets that aren't full.  

Thanks again and keep collecting!  
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80's Disco Night 

When: Friday, July 5th 

Time: 7:00pm - 10:30pm 

Where: Multi-purpose Room 

Price: $10 or 2 for $15 

Register at the school office or pay on the night. 

  

This will be a great community event for OPPS Families, Friends and Teachers. 18 years & over ONLY.  
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WOW AWARDS 

Class Name Awarded for 

FH Whole Class For all your wonderful efforts this term and your ability to work so 

well together. Congratulations, you’re all superstars! 

FM Raeha Ali For improving your listening skills and having a positive attitude 

towards learning. 

FS   

1C Maya Krzton For showing resilience and striving to improve her work. Keep 

giving your best Maya! 

1H Leyla Vurgun For your outstanding focus in the classroom and excellent listening 

skills.  

1PA Arlo McKinnon For showing enthusiasm towards learning and always striving to do 

his very best. Well done Arlo! 

2D Diya Senthil Kumar 
 

For responding positively to feedback and for working hard on the 
drafting process of her Procedural text.  Keep up the great work 

2M Parker Youings For contributing thoughtfully to class discussions and showing 

some excellent engagement in class this week. 

3JW Alessio Murone-Barr For always being helpful to other students and his teachers. 

3E Cagan Calsimsek For being a positive role model when completing experiments in 

Inquiry.  

4T Julian Jurista For taking on feedback and using a growth mindset to work hard 

and extend his thinking in every lesson. 

4P Luke Dyer For setting a good example during class discussions and using your 
initiative when working independently! 

5/6AD Oliver Kregor  

5/6C   

5/6GC   

5/6P   

Student 
Wellbeing 

Landen Gepp (4P) 
 

For displaying great empathy and leadership skills while working 
with the aged residents at the nursing home. 
I’m so proud of you Landen! 

Japanese Liya Li and Lilly Zeini 
56A 

For a fantastic weather report in Japanese! Great effort and 

dedication really shows. Well done! 

Art Adem Hikmet (2D) For completing his Seesaw Visual Arts entry 
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School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manager  Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Jessica Sermeliotis  jessica.sermeliotis@gmail.com 

School Council President Joanne Roolker  joanne.roolker@live.com.au 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  
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