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PLEASE NOTE 

The last day of school is Friday 
December 22nd. The final 
assembly will start at 1.00pm and 
students will be dismissed 
following the assembly. Please 
ensure arrangements are in place 
for the picking up of your children 

at the earlier time. 

There will be NO Before or After 
Care available on this day 

 

 

Principal’s Column 

Welcome to the final newsletter of 2017. 

Much has been accomplished this year and I 

would like to take the opportunity to thank 
everyone associated with Oak Park Primary 

School for contributing to our many successes 

as a school in this year. 

Our academic results in many areas have been 

very encouraging again this year, as has the 

continued improvement in the attendance rate. 

Our performances in Performing and Visual Arts, 

sports teams, and many other areas have been 

exemplary.  Many thanks to the whole Oak 

Park PS community for their work and 

assistance in these pursuits.  

Whilst we have faced many challenges 

throughout the year, I really have loved working 

with the kids, parents and staff. I firmly believe 

we are on the right track in most areas, and as 

long as we all team together, I am certain we will 

continue to achieve ongoing success! 

Goodbye once again to staff who are leaving 
the school and best wishes for the future.  

 

We will be welcoming several new staff members in 

2018. Julia Prociw-Charalambous will be teaching in 

Grade 3, Martha MacKenzie in Grade 2 and Kathy 

Seator in Foundation. We also welcome back Amy 

Devlin in Grade 5/6 and Nicky McKinnon in PE. 

 

To our Grade 6 students who leave us at the end 

of the year – thank you also for your 

contributions to our school throughout your 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

19 Dec Grade 6 Graduation 

 

20 Dec Students meet their new 

teachers 
 

22 Dec Last day 2017:  1.30pm 

finish 

 

 

30 Jan First day of term 1 2018 
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time here, but particularly this year. You have 

been a FANTASTIC bunch of kids and we are very 

proud of you. We will miss you! Good luck! 

To those families who will no longer be at Oak 

Park Primary School next year – we wish you well.  

Several families have been associated with the 

school for many years and it is something of an 

end of an era, in many ways, for the family and 

the school. Good luck too, to those children who 

are moving house and transferring to new 

schools in 2018.   

Finally, a Happy Christmas and a fantastic 

New Year to you and your families. I hope you 

get the opportunity to spend time with people 

close to you - and have a very relaxing break! 

  

Goodbye Michael! 

Last week I farewelled several members of the Oak 

Park staff who were leaving at the end of this year. I 

inadvertently neglected to say goodbye to Michael 

Hole who we are very sorry is also leaving. My 

apologies Michael! 

Michael has been at Oak Park for the past two years 

and has added so much to what we do. He has not 

only been a great teacher but also a wonderful 

member of the staff who has helped to make Oak 

Park such a great place to work.  

He will be sorely missed! 

 

The Final Week! 

The Countdown is on. With only a week to go and so 

much to cram into it, here is a rundown of events 

planned for the last few days of the year. 

Monday 18th December 

Grade parties (or as arranged by the classroom 

teachers) 

Tuesday 19th December 

Grade 6 Graduation 

Wednesday 20th December 

Students meet new teachers 

Transition: Grade 6 (2018) students meet their 

Foundation Buddies 

Friday 22nd December 

1.00pm Final Assembly 

1.30pm Students dismissed  

New Grades in 2018 

Next Wednesday, students and parents will receive a 

‘Grade Placement’ slip informing them of their 

child’s grade, room and teacher for 2018.  

Students will also have the opportunity to meet with 

their 2018 teacher and fellow class members on this 

day. 

 Please note that careful consideration and 

planning has gone in to each placement. 
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 If your child is placed with a teacher they don’t know 

well, be positive and encourage them to see this as 

an opportunity for further development.  

 All teachers at Oak Park are excellent practitioners 

and work hard to provide the best opportunities for 

our children. 

 A very important part of growing up is adapting to 

change and developing the ability and resilience to 

work and play with different people. 

 Parent Helpers 

This week we held our Parent Helpers’ Afternoon 

Tea. We do this each year to acknowledge and thank 

the many parents and families who contribute so 

much to the daily activities of our school.  

 We are extremely fortunate at Oak Park to have 

such a wonderful, hardworking group of parents 

who give so freely of their time to help the kids.  

One message I continually try to put forward is that 

we are all here for the children. Parents naturally 

want what is best for their children, they want them 

to be happy at school, learning and growing as 

people. That is what our whole staff want too!  

When it is recognised that our aims and goals are 

basically the same, it makes for a much better 

relationship. Parents at Oak Park Primary School 

show their support for the children and the school in 

so many ways.  

 Whether this be as a member of School Council, 

listening to students read, through fundraising 

efforts, responding to surveys or completing a Parent 

Helpers Program – they are all valued ways to 

participate and contribute to the school.   

 Not all parents can make it to the school to 

participate in the above ways. But by listening to their 

children read, talking about what happened at school 

and showing an interest in their learning, they can 

contribute in perhaps the most effective way. 

 To all our parents – thank you once again for your 

support of the children and the school!  

Grade 6 Legacy Project 

The Grade 6 Legacy Project is being installed on one 

of the gymnasium exterior walls. The students have 

all made a mosaic piece that makes a mural that says 

"Oak Park Primary School - Creating the Future 

Together. Some students made a design using 

mosaic tiles, whilst the majority made a letter that 

made up the school name and motto.  

A big thank you to Raph (our maintenance guru) for 

installing the mural. Also a massive thanks to "Erneste 

Tile Concepts/Tile Boutique" for donating the tiles to 

the school.                                            

 The mural should be up in time for the Grade 6 

Graduation, so keep an eye out for the awesome 

work the students have done. 
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Foundation Breakfast 

      Friday of last week, the Foundation students had a 

‘Pyjama Breakfast’ at school to celebrate the end of a 

fabulous year in Foundation!                                 

      Students were invited to come to school in their 

pyjamas and have breakfast amongst the company of 

their peers.                                                             

      Students ate a variety of healthy breakfast foods 

including fruit, toast, juice and pancakes.                   

Thank you to all the wonderful parents who helped 

with preparing and cooking our breakfast!                                                              

      Students had a fantastic time! 
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Book Club 

All Book Club orders have been delivered to 

students. If you have not received your order 

please see me immediately. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported Book 

Club this year. As a result the school has been 

able purchase books to the value of $1200 for 

the Library. 

Fantastic effort and I look forward to your 

support next year. 

                                             

Library                                   
Overdue notices have been handed out to students 

today. There are over 100 books that have not been 

accounted for. Please return any books you have 

asap. 

If you are unable to locate the book please come 

and see me in the Library or contact me via email - 

watson.michelle.m@edumail.vic.gov.au   

 

Melbourne Guitar 

Academy 

We have brochures at the office for students to 

attend our guitar program with Michael Gumley at 

school next year.  In 2018, he is adding Vocal & 

Keyboard lessons to the existing Guitar & Drum 

program.  A Band Workshop Program will also be 

added.     Please feel free to collect one to enrol 

your child into this fantastic program. 

Community News 
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Team Holiday 

Join Team Holiday for an EPIC school holiday 

program for all kids aged 5-12.    

Team Holiday is a multi-award winning holiday 

program provider for children and teens across 

Australia. They provide full-day activities to over 

100,000 children every year. Their programs are 

perfect for working families or for kids who are just 

looking for fun activities to do during their holiday 

break.    

Their specialist crew is made up entirely of qualified 

educators, and with a ratio of one educator to just ten 

kids, they have the time and resources to curate 

innovative adventures that kids just love. That’s why 

over 95% of parents rated Team Holiday higher than 

any other holiday program. 

Check out Team Holiday's full program schedule here 

   

Remember, you can save up to 50% on all Team 

Holiday programs with eligible CCR/CCB rebates. 

WOW AWARDS for RESPECT
Class Name Awarded for 

FH Helena Bendon For working so hard to improve your handwriting.  Well done, you’re a 

star! 

FA Zara Davison For always being respectful and having beautiful manners when speaking 

to others 

FP Chris Li For always being polite and using your manners.  Well done! 

1C Gabrielle Brown For being a resilient, co-operative class member.  Well done Gabby 

1/2G Athulya Panicker 

 

Charlee Maddicks 

For working really hard on your poetry writing, setting a great example 

to your classmates 

For building your confidence to share ideas and work well with your 

classmates 

1M Varsha Nattamai 

Senthilnath Babu 

 

For being a greta friend to others and always challenging yourself in 

class. 

2E Zeynep Kurtoglu 

 

For constantly trying your best and striving to present your best work all 

through the year.  Well done Zeynep! 

2D Gabe Destito For extending yourself and trying hard with your poetry writing.  

For always participating in class discussions and for being a good 

role model 
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3C Malakeh Jammal 

Cassidy Reither 

 

4A Patrick Hamilton 

Lezhi (Larry) Hu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manger   Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Bron Barwick   nursebron@yahoo.com 

School Council President Joanne Roolker  joanne.roolker@live.com.au 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  

 


