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learning environment that promotes resilient, innovative thinkers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniform Award 
 

This weeks 
Uniform Wearers of the Week Award 

 

goes to 

ELISE HUGHES 

Congratulations Elise for setting such a terrific 

example to the rest of the school!                                   

You always have a smile on your face 

                                               

OSHC Program                                                  

Our Before & After School Care Program will NOT 

be open on the last day of Term, Friday 21st 

December 2018.                                                    

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD IS PICKED UP 

FROM SCHOOL ON TIME @ 1.30PM 

Principal’s Column 

This week we held our Parent Helpers’ Morning 

Tea. We do this each year to acknowledge and thank 

the many parents and families who contribute so 

much to the daily activities of our school.  

 We are extremely fortunate at Oak Park to have 

such a wonderful, hardworking group of parents 

who give so freely of their time to help the kids.  

 One message I continually try to put forward is that 

we are all here for the children. Parents naturally 

want what is best for their children, they want them 

to be happy at school, learning and growing as 

people. That is what our whole staff want too. 

When it is recognised that our aims and goals are 

basically the same, it makes for a much better 

relationship. Parents at Oak Park Primary School 

show their support for the children and the school in 

so many ways.  

Whether this be as a member of School Council, 

listening to students read, through fundraising 

efforts, responding to surveys or completing a Parent 

Helpers Program – they are all valued ways to 

participate and contribute to the school.   

 Not all parents can make it to the school to 

participate in the above ways. But by listening to their 

children read, talking about what happened at school 

and showing an interest in their learning, they can 

contribute in perhaps the most effective way. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

December 12th          Grade 6 Big Day Out 

 

December 18th         Grade 6 Graduation 

 

December 19th  Students meet their 

   new teachers 

 

December 21st  Last day term 2018 

1.00pm  Final assembly 

1.30pm Students dismissed 
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 To all our parents – thank you once again for your 

support of the children and the school!  

New Grades 

Children will meet their new teachers and grades on 

Wednesday 19th December. 

Please note that careful consideration and 

planning has gone in to each placement. 

If your child is placed with a teacher they don’t know 

well, be positive and encourage them to see this as 

an opportunity for further development. All teachers 

at Oak Park are excellent practitioners and work hard 

to provide the best opportunities for our children. 

A very important part of growing up is adapting to 

change and developing the ability and resilience to 

work and play with different people. 

Technology Holiday 

Guide  
 

As holidays approach, the role that screens and 

devices will play becomes an increasing concern for 

parents. Days when kids are usually tied up with 

school and activities make way for many an idle hour 

and, as such, parents fear those hours will be spent 

largely engaged with a screen or gaming console. 

While there is certainly no harm in some well-

balanced screen time and developmentally 

appropriate online activities, we must remember that, 

as parents, we have an important role in helping our 

kids manage and balance that screen time. Here are 

a few things we can do: 

 

Understand the battle 

It is important parents know the beast they are 

dealing with. It is easy to shout from another room to 

get off a screen or whinge to our friends that ‘kids of 

today’ are all addicted to their phones, but we need 

to recognise the pull that many of these devices have. 

The social networks are designed to keep us liking, 

commenting and sharing. 

The games cajole us into having ‘just one more’ turn 

at being the last man standing. These technologies 

tempt us to reach just one more level, or to scroll for 

just a few minutes more. Our brains experience a 

dopamine release and a sense of insufficiency when 

we use a device. There is always something else to do 

or something else to scroll through, or one more 

YouTube video to watch. So our kids are up against it 

when trying to control their time on a device. We 

need to help them with that. 
 

Get outside 

We can complain that kids never go outside and play 

anymore, but sometimes we have to physically get 

out there with them or offer opportunities in which 

being outside and active play are appealing. We have 

to work a little harder at this today because we are 

competing with a device that answers many of our 

kids’ perceived needs. We need them to know that 

their needs are greater and more varied than what 

their screens can offer. 

 

Have some rules 

Despite their apparent dislike of rules around 

technology, kids will (one day) appreciate having 

boundaries to help them manage their screen time. 

Rules can be established regarding time limits, 
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devices in bedrooms, device-free meal times, etc. 

Whatever you decide is important, be sure that you 

have those discussions with your kids. And any 

discussion around rules or consequences should 

happen away from the screens so they are clear on 

the expectations. 

(Talking about their screen-time habits while they are 

just about to be the last man standing on Fortnite is 

probably not going to make for engaging 

conversation.) 

 

One console on one television…outside the 

bedroom 

Having only one television that is connected to a 

gaming console or to Netflix is a good way of 

ensuring that the device gets shared and one child 

doesn’t monopolise the screen. And leave consoles 

out of bedrooms where the appeal of just one more 

quick game can very quickly rob them of important 

sleep time. 
 

Role model 

Make sure you are showing your kids how you want 

them to be. Have times when the devices are put 

away and you give full attention to the people around 

you. Don’t answer calls or emails at the dinner table. 

Don’t fall asleep with a device landing on your 

forehead. Take time to get outside and do things 

active and in nature. Don’t ever use a phone while 

driving. Use the Screen Time feature on iOS products 

to monitor just how you are using your technology 

and whether you could be making some changes. 

Kids learn more from what we do than what we say. 

We know the technology isn’t going anywhere, and 

we know there are many wonderful benefits that 

screens provide. 

But ensure that holidays and downtime hours can be 

filled with many different experiences and in ways 

that leave your kids in control, even if you have to 

work a little harder to give them that. 

                                            

Lunch Orders 

There will be NO lunch orders next week, the last 

week of Term 

2019 School Fees              

The fees support the school in providing resources 

for the students.  Payment is to be made prior to the 

1st February 2019.  You will find the Oak Park Primary 

School Parent Payment Policy on the school website:  

www.oakparkps.vic.edu.au  Please do not hesitate to 

contact the Business Manager Annette D’Elia 

delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au if you have any 

queries or wish to set up a payment plan. 

 

PLEASE NOTE 

The last day of school is Friday 

December 21st. The final assembly 

will start at 1.00pm and students 

will be dismissed following the 

assembly. Please ensure 

arrangements are in place for the 

picking up of your children at the 

earlier time. 
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Final Assembly 

This week our assembly will be centred around 

selecting the 2019 student leadership team (School 

and Vice Captains).   

They have gone through an application and 

interview process to get to the final stage of 

speaking to the whole school.                                   

Given this, the assembly will be starting at 2:50 pm 

where will be listening to a range of speeches. Once 

finished at 3:15 pm, students in Grades 3 - 6 will go 

back to their classroom to vote with their teachers. 

 

Community and parent support will be appreciated 

at this assembly.  

Japanese 

We had some students from grade 2 entered the 

SBS photo competition on behalf of Oak Park 

Primary School.  

If you would like to have a look at the entry please 

click on the following link: 

https://www.sbs.com.au/radio/national-languages-

competition-2018?key=M7054868#mosaic  

Unfortunately, there was a slight glitch with our 

comment in Japanese and only part of it was 

published. The comment should have read: 

日本語の勉強を通して、色々なスキルや知識
を学びます。例えばロールプレイをしたり、歌を歌

ったり、本を読んだり、折り紙を折ったり、ファシ
ョンを比べたりします。 

Grade 6 Graduation 

The Grade 6 Graduation is quickly approaching and 

the students have been preparing for this 

celebration 

Event Details:                                                            

Where:  OPPS Gym                                              

When:    Tuesday 18th December                                

- students arrive from 5pm                                                  

- Dinner served 5.30pm (staff & students only                

- Ceremony at 7pm (families welcome                       

- Disco from 8.30pm in the 5/6 area (students only)  

- Student pick-up time 9.30pm                       

Dress Code:  students are encouraged to dress for a 

formal event 

There will be a small supper for parents after the 

ceremony provided by the PFA.  This will be held in 

the Japanese room.                                                       

We look forward to celebrating with you all.       

Please let us know if you have any questions              

The 5/6 team 
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Melbourne Guitar 

 

An excellent performance opportunity for 

your students! 

Hi, 

I'm Michael MacManus, director of the 

Melbourne Guitar Festival. We are the 

Southern Hemisphere's largest annual classical 

guitar festival and competition!   

We have just opened entries for our 2019 

Performance Competition, which is for all ages 

and abilities! 

 

 

We have Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced 

and Concert Artist categories, with a total prize 

pool exceeding $20,000.  It is a wonderful 

experience for students, they get to meet 

other players their age, receive constructive 

performance notes from our adjudicators, and 

witness older children and professional players 

perform, enabling them to see what is possible 

on the instrument through hard work and 

dedication!    There are also concerts, 

masterclasses and guitar displays at the 

festival!   

All information can be found via 

www.MelbourneGuitarFestival.com 

I hope some students from your school will be 

interested in participating!  

Best wishes and have a great Christmas and 

New Year break! 

 

Zooper Doopers                

Zooper Doopers will be on sale tomorrow, 

Thursday 13th December. 
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Foundation Breakfast 

To celebrate the end of a fabulous year in 

Foundation, the Foundation students took part in a 

‘Pyjama Breakfast’ at school! Students were invited 

to come to school in their pyjamas and have 

breakfast amongst the company of their peers. 

Students braved the extreme heat on Friday and 

showed up in their very finest pyjamas and slippers.  

They enjoyed a variety of breakfast foods including 

fruit, toast and even pancakes! They were all very 

full by the end of the morning. 

The Foundation Teachers would like to congratulate 

all the Foundation students on very successful first 

year of school. It was wonderful to celebrate the 

year’s successes in such a fun way and we wish them 

every success for Grade 1 next year! 
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Xmas Cards/Reindeer Food 

Our  amazing school craft group will have home made 

cards and reindeer food available for purchase from the 

office. 

Everything $1 each, please bring the correct $ along and 

place in box for any purchases. 

Thanks for supporting our craft group. 

PFA 

 

 

 

 

SUSTAINABILITY 

SOLAR POWER AT SCHOOL 

You may or may not be aware that at school we have a 

collection of solar panels that help us produce energy for 

powering our school. On Friday 7th December, the 

system created around 19KwH of electricity. That would 

have powered my house for 4-5 days! If you don’t have 

solar panels at home there is a really interesting scheme 

from the State Government at the moment which offers 

considerable financial help to get your own solar system 

– well worth looking into! I hope that one day we can 

expand our solar arrays at school to reduce our reliance 

on grid power and ensure more of our power is coming 

from renewable sources. Is this something you’d support 

as well? Drop me a line if you would support this move 

for our school (hughes.john.v@edumail.vic.gov.au). 

FROG CENSUS – FINAL WASH-UP 

Our final frog census adventure was on Wednesday 5th 

December. We again ventured down to Moonee Ponds 

Creek near Nursery Corner. We were again successful in 

recording the common froglet, but unfortunately no sign 

of the growling grass frog. I informed some of my 

contacts at Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek and 

Melbourne Water and they believe our recordings from 

last week may have shown extra species other than 

what we had originally identified, so that was a fun piece 

of news to share with the group! We have had 12 

students in all attend, and, by and large their behaviour 

and participation has been really positive. We identified 

three (or possibly four frog species in the area) and 

checked out some great places around the Moonee 

Ponds Creek. The help from our wonderful parent 

helpers; Jenni Moffat and Kirti Crute, was very much 
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appreciated, and on behalf of the group I thank you both 

for such a great contribution to our adventures. 

If you are ever keen to hear frogs, the best spot we 

found was at the end of Herbert Street, near the Oak 

Park pool, we recorded multiple frogs of three different 

species, so well worth a look at what the Moreland 

Council and Melbourne Water has done there to make 

great habitats for our frogs. 

PETS ON THE HOLIDAYS 

If you are keen to look after our pets on the holidays, I’m 

very keen to hear from you. The chickens are being 

taken care of, but we have our blue tongue lizards, fish, 

stick insects and mealworms needing a home for the 

holiday period. There is minimal care involved in all, so if 

you’d like to give it a go please don’t hesitate to get in 

contact with me (hughes.john.v@edumail.vic.gov.au). 

Also, some of our fruit trees and vegie gardens are 

unlikely to have their products ready before the 

holidays, and so I was hoping that some families who live 

close by might be interested in coming in during the 

week, when school holiday program is running and 

spreading a bit of water around. Your reward is likely to 

be some lovely, ripe organic fruit and vegetables (such 

as peaches, apricots, tomatoes and corn) so if you are 

able to get down a bit and do that please let me know. I 

will come in periodically to do these jobs but there will 

be times when I’m not able to so was hoping others 

might be available to help out (and get a good serve of 

fresh produce for your troubles). 

 

 

 

Community News 

Oak Park Sports & Aquatic Centre 
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SCHOOL HOLIDAY TENNIS PROGRAM 

School Holidays Tennis Clinic 1                           

Wednesday 28th, Thursday 29th and Friday 28th 

December 2018                                                      

School Holidays Tennis Clinic 2                                 

Tuesday 8th, Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th 

January 2019                                                              

9.30am to 11am $35 per day or $90 for the 3 days 

9.30am to 12.30pm $60 per day or $170 for the 3 

days at: North Park Tennis Club, Flemington Road 

Parkville.                                                                      

For further information contact Gabriel 0418178328 

 

VIC SOCCER 
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Class Name Awarded for 

FH Maya Krzton For always displaying a positive attitude towards all 

classroom activities, and giving everything your best shot.  

Well done! 

FP Indie Dell For taking responsibility for her learning by ensuring her 

work is completed on time.  Well done Indie 

1/2C Toby Kennedy For your great work with your mathematics, and applying 

your knowledge to real life situations.  Well Done! 

1M Jivan Bolat For drawing a fantastic illustration and writing a great blurb 

about a book you read.  You are ready for Grade 2! 

2D Lachlan Aldis For working independently on his Christmas letter.  You 

have included powerful language, well done 

2M Millie Henselis 

Lily Guterriez 

For always working extremely hard during task time, and 

challenging yourself 

3P   

3E Luke Dyer For always having a fantastic attitude in class and for working 

exceptionally well in pairs for inquiry 

4A Ava Marcialis & 

James Barwick 

For assisting their classmates 

P.E Rahni Basil 2M  

Art Taylor Reece 5/6G For painting an awesome version of Vincent Van Goh’s 

“Sunflowers” 

Japanese Sienna Giddings 

Amelia Miller         5/6P 

For always being respectful class members.  You also completed 

an awesome pet café menu – Well Done 
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School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manager  Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Bron Barwick   nursebron@yahoo.com 

School Council President Joanne Roolker  joanne.roolker@live.com.au 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  

 


