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Principal’s Column 

When I was the principal at my previous school, 

there was a young boy from a refugee family who 

enrolled there. His name was Bol and his family 

had escaped from Sudan to live in Australia. There 

were four children in the family and there they 

stood in the office, all wearing footy jumpers, 

having chosen some clothing from the local 

Salvation Army support centre just that morning. 

On Bol’s first full day in the school, we were 

scheduled to have a sleep over that night. We told 

the family through an interpreter that he was 

welcome to come to the sleepover but would 

understand if he couldn’t be there. They said he 

would come.  

Bol went home after school and came back later 

getting a dink on the back of a bicycle his father 

was riding. Also on the bike was a small mattress 

and some bags of shopping. 

The family were obviously getting some support 

but I thought it was great that they were so keen 

to be a part of everything. 

In the morning after the sleepover, we were in the 

kitchen of the multipurpose room, making 

breakfast for the kids and Bol was there, touching 

everything; exploring, curious, wanting to know. 

He picked up my remote car key and was just 

fascinated by it, pushing all the buttons. We gave 

him some vegemite on toast and he hated it; he 

Calendar of Events 

                                         

Uniform Award 

This week’s  

Uniform Wearer of the Week Award  

goes to  

Alyssa Reither FH 

Congratulations Alyssa for setting 

such a great example to the rest of 

the school! 

 

 

 

June 13-14 NAIDOC Incursions  

 

June 20 Chess Tournament 

 

June 21 Mid year reports online 

 

June 24-24 Wellbeing Days 

 

June 26 Student led conferences 

 

June 28 Last day of term 2 

  2.00pm dismissal 
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immediately began wiping at his tongue with his 

hands as if he’d been poisoned.  

After Bol had been at the school for a couple of 

years, I asked what the difference was between 

living in Australia and living in Sudan. He thought 

for a bit, then he said, ‘It’s so quiet here.’ 

He had grown up in an area at war with itself. 

There was gunfire each night and chaos all the 

time.  

I’ve often wondered what was going through Bol’s 

head when he first came to Australia – starting a 

new school, in a new country and coming to grips 

with a totally different culture. 

When I think about resilience, adapting and 

adjusting I think of Bol and what he taught me 

about all those things. 

Parent/Teacher/Student 

Meetings 

Staff members are very busy at present writing the 

June Reports for each student in their classes. This 

is a very complex duty and teachers try very hard 

to write full, fair and comprehensive reports within 

the guidelines and constraints of the school’s 

reporting program.  

As a written report cannot convey all the necessary 

information it is crucially important that parents 

and students attend the Parent/Teacher/Student 

Meeting Day on Wednesday June 26th (alternative 

times can be negotiated if you can’t make this 

day).  

 

This day is an ‘alteration to school hours’ day 

and students are marked present when they 

attend the Interview with their parents. Please 

note there will be no school for children on this 

day – except when they attend the 

Parent/Teacher/Student meeting.  

 

Reports will be available online from Friday June 

21st to give parents the opportunity to read them 

prior to the meetings. 

Supporting Resilience 

Many parents seek support from a school for a 

number of things outside of the academic 

learning.  

We of course see this role as part of all learning 

and where possible either point you to a book, 

article or person to assist in some way.  

Here at Oak Park we have access to an Educational 

Psychologist and Alana assists children, parents 

and families in their daily management of 

situations.  

Some really effective strategies that seem to work 

are offered below: 

 The first is to be an impartial listener. 

That is listen to your child’s recount of 

events without becoming involved 

(difficult but important). 
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 Ask questions that are open-ended to get 

more information. 

 Try not to bring your own experiences 

from childhood into the situation (again 

hard but important) 

 The worst thing is to have you say “right 

well that’s it…..! Yes we have all done it! 

Finally and most essentially make the statement 

“From the sounds of things I think you can 

handle this” or ask the question “Can you handle 

this or do you want me to become involved?”  

This type of statement or question is offering 

reflective assistance, not taking the learning 

opportunity away from your child, but most 

importantly they offer your trust and confidence in 

your child’s ability to deal with situation and move 

on. These are essential skill if we are to build 

resilience and mentally strong children, young 

adults, and adults. Building mental strength and 

ways to protect our children from mental illness 

like depression start at school while children are 

young and receptive. You can assist this building 

of a mentally strong child/ren by your coaching. 

 

 

 

 

Book Fair News 

Thank you to everyone for your generous support 

of the Book Fair. We have been able to raise $1557 

in rewards to enable the school to purchase 

resources for the school library. 

I would like to acknowledge the following families 

for purchasing a book from the fair and donating 

it to the school…thank you it is much appreciated: 

Lowry family – Lucy and Gracie 

Bolte family – Alyssa 

Pridham family – Connor 

Murone-Barr family – Alessio and Gian Luca 

Kalimeris family – Holly and Ava 

 

A big thank you to the following: 

 The parents who attended the fair with their 

child’s class and helped with writing ‘wish 

lists’. 

 Mrs Christine Tripp for giving up a generous 

amount of her time to assist me with the 

younger grades and during the Parent 

Preview. 

 School Captains, Alexandra, Ceren, Charli 

and Lucy for being reliable, professional, 

punctual and organised. It was a pleasure to 

work alongside all of you. 

All orders have been finalised, if you believe you 

are still waiting on your order please see me 

immediately.

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.oakparkps.vic.edu.au/


 

 

 

Willett Avenue Oak Park 3046                                      Issue 17 

t 9306 9182    e nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au    web   www.oakparkps.vic.edu.au                              June 12th 2019 

 

 

 
 

4 

The Oak Leaf 

Oak Park Primary School will work collaboratively to provide a stimulating, safe and challenging learning 

environment that promotes resilient, innovative thinkers. 

 

Community News
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Class Name Awarded for 

FH Leo Acosta-Clark 

 

For working hard to improve your listening skills during whole class 

discussions. Keep up the wonderful work! 

FM Raeha Ali For improving your listening skills and having a positive attitude 

towards learning. 

FS Eleni Krimniotis For “Working hard in FS in the face of all obstacles. Great job!” 

1C Shardya Fernando For using different strategies to solve addition problems. Great 

mathematical thinking Shardya! 

1H Evelyn For always being a ‘dolphin’ learner and for being helpful and kind 

in our classroom.  

1PA Scarlett Ellis Di Martino For being a very responsible classmate who is always willing to 

help with classroom jobs. Thanks Scarlett! 

2D Zara Davison 

 

For her outstanding work with her Procedural writing.  You wrote 

an engaging piece following the correct structure.  Fantastic work 

2M Sienna Duhan For helping your classmate when she was finding her Maths work 

tricky. How kind! 

3JW Ava Kalimeris For always being ready to learn and listening during class 
discussions. 

3E   

4T Rosa Galanti For showing great resilience when challenged and adopting a 

positive attitude towards taking on feedback and improving! 

4P Ruby Jory For taking on every task with enthusiasm and using every resource 

around her to build on her fantastic work 

5/6AD Nikolas Aiken  
5/6C   

5/6GC   
5/6GC   

5/6P   

Japanese   

Sports Ben Ogston (FH)  

Sustainability   

Art   
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Performing 
Arts 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manager  Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Jessica Sermeliotis  jessica.sermeliotis@gmail.com 

School Council President Joanne Roolker  joanne.roolker@live.com.au 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  
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