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PLEASE NOTE 

The last day of school is Friday 

December 22nd. The final 

assembly will start at 1.00pm and 

students will be dismissed 

following the assembly. Please 

ensure arrangements are in place 

for the picking up of your children 

at the earlier time. 

There will be NO Before or After 

Care available on this day 

 

 

Principal’s Column 

Next week we will hold our Parent Helpers’ 

Afternoon Tea. We do this each year to 

acknowledge and thank the many parents and 

families who contribute so much to the daily activities 

of our school.  

 We are extremely fortunate at Oak Park to have 

such a wonderful, hardworking group of parents 

who give so freely of their time to help the kids.  

One message I continually try to put forward is that 

we are all here for the children. Parents naturally 

want what is best for their children, they want them 

to be happy at school, learning and growing as 

people. That is what our whole staff want too!  

When it is recognised that our aims and goals are 

basically the same, it makes for a much better 

relationship. Parents at Oak Park Primary School 

show their support for the children and the school in 

so many ways.  

 Whether this be as a member of School Council, 

listening to students read, through fundraising 

efforts, responding to surveys or completing a Parent 

Helpers’ Program – they are all valued ways to 

participate and contribute to the school.   

 Not all parents can make it to the school to 

participate in the above ways. But by listening to their 

children read, talking about what happened at school 

and showing an interest in their learning, they can 

contribute in perhaps the most effective way. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

7 Dec              Family Carols Night  

 

8 Dec Grade 1/2 Fun 

Night/Sleepover 

 

11 Dec Parent Helpers Afternoon 

Tea 2pm 

 

19 Dec Grade 6 Graduation 

 

22 Dec Last day 2017:  1.30pm 

finish 

 

December 13th 

7.00pm Final School Council Meeting and dinner 
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To all our parents – thank you once again for your 

support of the children and the school!  

 Grade Structure 2018 

The end of the year often brings a bit of excitement 

and a bit of sadness. It’s great to start thinking of 

Christmas and the holidays and time with friends, but 

it’s also a time when we say goodbye to other friends 

and colleagues. This year is no exception.  

Liam Sutawan will be leaving us at the end of the year 

after being at Oak Park for just over a year. I would 

like to thank Liam for all his hard work, dedication to 

the school and the connections he made with 

everyone. Good luck for the future Liam! 

Tess Haycox will also be leaving us for the second 

time so that she can spend more time with her family. 

Thank you Tess for all your work this year – it is not 

easy to be a mum and hold down a job at the same 

time, but you have done both brilliantly! 

Jessica Costanzo and Greer Arnold will soon be going 

on Family Leave, though both will be returning for at 

least part of term 1 next year. We will officially 

‘goodbye’ them next year. 

We also welcome several teachers new to the school. 

Julia Prociw-Charalambous and Kathy Seator may be 

familiar to you as they both spent time in the school 

as pre-service teachers. Martha McKenzie was also 

recently appointed. We are really looking forward to 

working with these three and expect great things 

from them! 

We also welcome back Amy Devlin, who many of you 

will remember was here a few years ago. In recent 

years, Amy has worked in the UK and more recently, 

at Lowther Hall.  

Nicky McKinnon is also returning in 2018 after a 

couple of years doing different things. Welcome back 

Nicky! 

The following is the staffing structure that we will 

commence the next school year with: 

Class  Teacher    

F  Marina Plesa 

F  Kathy Seator 

F  Kira Hannah 

 

1/2  Jane Cardamone   

1  Tania Haimon   

1  Alexandra Macias   

2  Kate Dyer    

2  Martha McKenzie    

 

3/4  Carol Barty 

3  Julia Prociw-Charalambous 

3  Hayley Evans 

4  Denise Anderson   

4  Meagan Ward/Brenda Jamieson 

 

5/6  Livio Coreno 

5/6  Kirsty Potts    

5/6  Lacey-Rae Garner    

5/6  Amy Devlin/Stephanie Lambiris 
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Specialists: 

Japanese   Melissa Broso 

Visual Arts   Dave Flint 

PE    Nicky McKinnon 

Sustainability   John Hughes 

Performing Arts  Melanie Ojczyk 

 

Support Staff: 

Sheryl Hamilton, Michelle Watson, Sue Blears, Ann 

Ramsdale, Anna Sheldrick, Meredith Wall, Anna 

Sheldrick, Karin Bryan 

 

Office Staff: 

Annette D’Elia, Fran MacDonough 

OSHC: 

Julie Andrews, Dawn Cadee, Alison German 

 

Leadership Team: 

Bryan Nolan, Jill Ridgwell, Monika Gruss, Sally 

Morath 

In going through this process it is important to have 

a fair spread of experience across the school while 

providing teachers with the opportunities to 

experience new challenges.  

The structure reflects our belief that ‘straight’ grades 

have been very successful for us in the past, but we 

also need to maintain flexibility when the 

circumstances warrant this – as in the senior school 

again next year. It also takes into account staff 

requests and ensures that a strong team focus 

applies at all levels of the school. 

Please note that circumstances can alter very quickly 

and changes may still occur.  

Children will meet their new teachers and grades on 

Wednesday 20th December. 

 

CSEF Fund 
If you received CSEF in 2017, you do not need to 

complete a new Application.  Those families who are 

new to the school, and have a Health Care card or a 

Pension Card are entitled to claim CSEF… These funds 

are available to you to pay for Camps, Excursions or 

Sports. 

The Application form is at the back of the newsletter. 

 

Carols Night - TONIGHT 
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Parent Helpers Afternoon 

Tea                                         
It is a very busy time of the year, but we hope 

parents will be able to join us as we invite everyone 

who has helped to make 2018 a great year for Oak 

Park Primary School to a special afternoon tea.         

Our annual Parent Helpers' Afternoon Tea will be 

held next Monday the 11th December from 2.00pm. 

Teachers will be providing the afternoon tea as a 

small token of their appreciation for all of your 

support throughout the year. 

 

Kelly Sports 

Parents, families and friends are welcome to come 

and see their child at the last Kelly Sports class for 

2017.  This will be next Tuesday 12th December at 

11.30am. 

Grade 6 Graduation                 
We are thrilled to invite you to join us in celebrating 

the graduating class of 2017 . We are excited to share 

this occasion with you and your families. Please read 

below for details about the event.                                         

2017 Graduation Tuesday, December 19th 

Students are invited to join their teachers for dinner 

at 5.45pm.    

Graduation ceremony to begin promptly at 7pm. 

Doors will open at 6.45pm.                                        

 Due to limitations with seating please be aware that 

each family will have only 4 seats available for the 

ceremony.  

There will be a graduation disco for students after the 

ceremony between 8.30 pm and 9.30pm. Parents are 

invited to share a light supper and drinks in the gym 

during this time. Families are asked to please bring a 

plate of food to share. Drinks will be provided.  Please 

remind your children to dress to impress, but please 

be aware that students will be performing during the 

ceremony.  

If you have any questions or concerns about 

graduation please see your child's classroom 
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teacher.  

Kind regards   5/6 Team 

Chess Club 

The students have thoroughly enjoyed their time in 

Chess Club. Last week Grant, the Chess Teacher 

meticulously went through the rules for those who 

were new to Chess and all the students played a 

game. This week Grant allowed the children more 

time to play game and helped the children 

individually. He also went through a few basic rules- 

This week we learnt:                                                         

- The centre of the chess board is the most powerful 

area                                                                               

- try to play 2 pawns (centre ones), 2 bishops and 2 

knights within your first 6-8 moves                               

- try and “castle” before your 10th move. 

Remind your children of these rules when you are 

playing at home! 

The third and final Chess lesson next week, it’s been 

great! 

 

 

 

Library 
All Library books were due back last Friday. My 

records show there are still approximately 300 

books that have not been returned.  Please check 

with your child/children and ensure all books they 

have borrowed are returned immediately. These can 

be dropped off at the Library or handed to the 

classroom teacher. 

Thank you                                                                

Michelle 

Concert Photos 
Our concert photographer has experienced some 

technical issues with printing and has informed us 

that the photos should be ready by end of next 

week. Apologies for the delay. 

There will be a Compass notification sent out when 

the photos arrive. 

Melanie Schirmer,  (Performing Arts Teacher) 
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Community Christmas 

Carols 
Presented by Essendon Baptist Church. 

December 23, 7.00pm Carols 

Activities and food from 5.30pm 

 

Team Holiday 
The Summer Holiday Program will be kicking off 

again at Oak Park Primary School in January 2018. 

The program caters for those aged between 5-12 

years. Extra Days! Team Holiday will also be operating 

at Oak Park on Monday 29th & Tuesday 30th this 

January 2018. 
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WOW AWARDS for RESPECT
Class Name Awarded for 

FH Jack Lasike For mastering your goal of counting forwards to 100 and beyond, 

brilliantly.  You are a star! 

FA Adem Hikmet For working hard to improve your writing by using lower case letters.  

Well done for achieving your writing goal. 

FP Gianluca Di Chiara  For showing initiative in a group situation, and using great leadership 

skills 

1C Sarah DeMaria For being resilient, responsible and completing a great year’s work 

1/2G Ada Cavdar 

 

Tanya Ozer 

Chase Byrne 

 

Riley Bishop 

For using beautiful manners to always be respectful of your classmates 

and teachers. 

For being a responsible role model for the other students in the class 

For showing resilience in your learning by listening to and acting on 

teacher feedback 

For working well with your CBL group to make decisions and take the 

lead 

1M Cagan Calsimsek For a big improvement in your writing and always being kind to others 

2E Jacob Chandler For always being a lovely friend to everyone and helping out anyone in 

the classroom 

2D Lucia Moonen For challenging yourself and working hard during poetry writing.  

Keep up the great work. 

4JW Oliver Saxon Fantastic effort working on money problems 

5/6H Sahil Khatri  

Sustainability Avery Weinel 2E For always giving his best 

Phys. Ed. Lachie Chila 5/6C  

Performing 

Arts 

Conrad Serone 3C For being ready and listening immediately at the beginning of the 

lesson, and always being a fantastic role model for his peers.  Well done 

Conrad 

First Aid Stella McKinnon 1M Not one single tear after being stung by a bee!   A fantastic patient 
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   School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manger   Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Bron Barwick   nursebron@yahoo.com 

School Council President Joanne Roolker  joanne.roolker@live.com.au 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  

 


