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Term 3, 2018 

Welcome back to Term 3! We have an action packed term for our students. We 
have many exciting learning experiences planned and are looking forward to 
another wonderful term.  
 
As part of our Inquiry learning this term, students will be developing their 
understanding of homelessness within our community. They will develop some of 
the reasons why people find themselves in these situations and some of the 
current organisations that support homeless people. Students will explore 
solutions to our public housing shortage within Australia through the ‘Engineering 
Design Process’.  
 
Their challenge will be to design and create a model of a temporary shelter using 
‘Makedo’ and recyclable materials. We look forward to sharing our creations at 
the end of the term during our whole school STEM expo.  
 

Curriculum Focus: English  
 

For Term 3 English, we are intertwining and delving deeper into Challenged 
Based Learning (CBL). To start with, in Reading and Writing we will be looking at 
Information Reports in line with the whole school challenge of ‘create.’ Students 
will then be writing about different types of inventions and describing the process 
of how their inventors created them. We will then be moving onto Procedural 
Texts which will help us to report and develop/follow instructions to construct our 
homeless shelter prototypes.  
 
In Writing, we are explicitly focusing on handwriting, grammar and punctuation, 
by allocating mini lessons to each of them.  We also have our spelling lesson, 
where students will be using an inquiry model to uncover rules/observations 
associated with their spelling focuses.  

 

 

Reading Comprehension Strategies 

 Objective vs subjective 

language (linked to fact and opinion)  

 Skimming and Scanning 

 Summarising 

 Cause and effect 

 Paraphrasing 

 Analysing diagrams, graphs and 
images.  

 Sequencing 

Writing Strategies 
Information Reports:  

 Facts and statistics 

 Quoting experts 

 Paraphrasing  

 Generalised, descriptive and 

comparative language 

 Structure of procedural texts  
Procedural Texts:  

 Instructional, descriptive and 
sequencing language 

 Structure of procedural texts 
 

Term 3 Newsletter 
Grade 5/6 

OAK PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL - CREATING THE FUTURE TOGETHER  

Important 
Dates: 

 
Thursday 

2nd August 
(Grade 6 

students): 

Buddy 100 Days of 
School Celebration 

 
Friday 3rd August: 

The Big Issue 
excursion 

 
Wednesday 8th 

August: 
Whole School 
Wellbeing Day 

 
Friday 7th 

September: 
Whole School 

Book Character 
Dress Up and 

Parade 
 

Wednesday 19th 
September: 

Whole School 
STEM Expo 

 
Friday 21st 
September: 

Last day of Term 
3:  

Footy Colours Day 
Early Dismissal 

(2pm) 
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Curriculum Focus: Mathematics 

This term in Number, students will be focusing on multiplication, division, fractions and decimals. 

Students will extend their mental maths strategies to multiply and divide numbers by 10, 100 & 1 000. 

Strategies for solving problems in more than one way will be reinforced throughout the term.  In Non-

Number students will be focusing on length, area, perimeter, mass and probability.  

It is really important that students are regularly practicing their times tables at home to the point of 

automatic recall. This will assist your child in focusing on learning new skills, rather than being held 

back by computing answers to times tables. To assist your child in learning/revising their times tables 

start with 2s, 5s and 10s. Move onto 4s (double of 2s), 9s and 11s (lots of patterns). Progress to the 

hardest 3s, 6s, 7s, 8s and 12s. Quick Math, purchased from iTunes for $4.49, is a great app for 

practising mental recall of number facts for all four operations.  

Multiplication & Division  Factors and multiples 

 Mental strategies (multiplying & dividing by 10, 100 & 1,000) 

 Formal algorithm 

 Applying algorithm to real life problems 

Fractions & Decimals  Compare, order and represent decimals and fractions on a number line  

 Addition and subtraction of fractions with the same denominator  

 Finding equivalent fractions 

 Simplifying fractions  

 Solving problems involving fractions  

Length, Area & Perimeter 

and Mass  

 Selecting appropriate unit of measurement 

 Measuring to the nearest cm,mm 

 Calculating area & perimeter of rectangles and rectilinear shapes 

 Measuring to the nearest g, kg 
Probability  Recognise that probability lies between 0 - 1  

 List outcomes of chance experiments  

 

Specialist Areas:  

P.E 

This term the 5/6 students will have a major focus on Athletics in preparation for our school carnival. 
Events they will be participating include high jump, long jump, triple jump, shot put, discus and 
sprinting. Students will focus on using ICT to analyse their movements, critically evaluate their 
performance and implement changes accordingly.  
 
Later in the term, we will shift our focus to AFL skills and drills to coincide with the AFL finals. We will 
develop the students' knowledge of skills such as hand balling, kicking and basic game play tactics.  
 

Japanese 

This term the 5/6 students will continue to learn and consolidate their understanding of the Hiragana 
alphabet (one of the Japanese writing systems) and the different variations that can be used for 
writing. The main focus for the term will be for students to be able to count money in Japanese and 
identify the associated Kanji. The students will continue to expand their cultural knowledge of Japan 
as they look at Daruma. 
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Art  

During Visual Arts lessons in Term 3 the 5/6 students will continue to investigate and experiment with 
drawing, painting and construction techniques. The focus for the term will be related to the Grade 5/6 
STEM topic of Homelessness, where they will draw a few different artworks related to this topic.  
 
Students will be creating abstract paintings for the Student Art Sale at upcoming school fete in 
October. A little something for Dad for Father’s Day will also be made by the 5/6 students. The 
students will also be involved in using mosaic tiles to create some artworks around the school. Your 
child(ren) will bring these artworks home so keep an eye out for them and discuss the techniques and 
processes they used. Looking forward to another wonderful term in Visual Arts! 
 

Sustainability 

The 5/6 students will not participate in Sustainability classes in the second half of the year. However, 
this does not mean it will not be part of their activities and hopefully, their daily practices as well. 5/6 
students will still be in charge of the rubbish bins and recycling collections. The Grade 6 students will 
be involved in planting a mini-forest as their legacy to the school (to be located near the storage 
containers near Ridge Rd.). 5/6G have already taken part in a tree planting to celebrate National 
Tree Day with Moreland Council, at J.P. Fawkner Reserve. Almost 300 trees were planted on this 
day.  
 
It is great to see that the Big Issue excursion has all been planned with sustainability in mind – using 
public transport to keep buses off the road and asking for rubbish free lunches instead of disposables 
(hats off to the 5/6 team!).  
 
There may also be the chance for some students to take part in the frog census later in the year, 
where they can visit local waterways and record frog calls heard, uploading to an app and website 
that tracks where frogs are being found in Melbourne. Of course, we also have our Sustainability 
Student Leader; Sienna, who with friends; Lucy and Taylor, are planning big things to raise money for 
Baw Baw Frog conservation work and are also involved in the regular vegetable stalls we hold on 
Fridays.  
 
If you’re interested in continuing the Sustainability based discussion at home, I would definitely 
recommend maintaining rubbish free lunches, and give some thought to watching The War On Waste 
on ABC – it provides many thought provoking discussions and impetus for everyone to make 
changes to their behaviour to reduce the environmental impact of our habits – well worth a look, and 
a chat, and the change that could come from it. 
 

If you have any further questions please contact your classroom teacher. 

Livio Coreno coreno.livio.r@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Amy Devlin devlin.amy.j@edumail.vic.gov.au   

Lacey-Rae Garner  garner.lacey-rae.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Stephanie Lambiris  lambiris.stephanie.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Kirsty Potts potts.kirsty.k@edmail.vic.gov.au  

mailto:potts.kirsty.k@edmail.vic.gov.au
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