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Term One, 2020 

Welcome to Term 1, particularly those families that are new to Oak Park Primary. Congratulations 
to all the Foundation students on a wonderful start to school (despite the heat) last Friday! 
Students participated in a range of engaging fine motor activities throughout the day, they had the 
opportunity to play and begin to develop new friendships and had lunch with their Grade 6 buddies. 
It was wonderful to see how excited our students in Foundation and Grade 6 were about spending 
time with their buddies respectively.  

Starting school is a very exciting time for not only our students but also for their parents and 
guardians. It can also be a time of adjustment, as the students become accustomed to their new 
surroundings, teachers and the expectations of school. Feeling worried and anxious about the 
transition to school process is completely normal in the first term of school and our Foundation 
teachers are committed to guiding our students and families through this time of change.  

We look forward to working collaboratively with parents to make school a positive and enriching 
experience for our students and are excited to share this exciting journey with you all. 
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OAK PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL - CREATING THE FUTURE TOGETHER  

Term 1 
Important 

Dates: 
 

Friday 7th February: 
Foundation H visiting 

Colton Close – 
9.30am – 11.00am. 
 
Friday 21st February: 
Foundation M visiting 

Colton Close – 
9.30am – 11.00am. 
 

Wednesday 26th 
February: 

Final day of 
Foundation tudent 

Entry Assessments. 
 
Monday 2nd  March: 

First full week of 
school begins for 

Foundation students. 
 

Friday 6th March: 
Foundation L visiting 

Colton Close – 
9.30am – 11,00am 

 
Monday 9th March:  
Labour Day Holiday – 

No school. 
 

Friday 27th March: 
Last Day of Term 1 – 

2pm dismissal. 
 
 

 
 
 

Reminder: 
Please ensure that all 

belongings are 
clearly labelled with 
your child’s name. 
This includes items 

of clothing and 
lunchbox containers. 

 

 

1:1 BYO iPad Program 
Please note that the Foundation 1:1 BYO iPad Program does not commence until 

Term 2. If you are yet to purchase an iPad for school, purchases can be made 
through the JBHiFi Education Website. The portal accessing code for our school is 

OPPSBYOD. Please refer to the Foundation Parent Information Handbook for steps 
on how to access the portal or contact your child’s teacher for further clarification. 
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Curriculum Focus 
Literacy - Reading/Phonological 
Awareness 
This term students will develop their understanding of 
concepts about print: How do we read a book? Where do 
we start and which way do we go? They will build an 
understanding of differentiating between a picture, letter, 
word and sentence. Students will be introduced to 
syllables and how to break words into chunks and identify 
how many syllables are within a word. They will be 
exposed to the Cued Articulation program to develop their 
knowledge of letter and sound relationships, with a focus 
on recognising the initial sound of a word. Each week 
students will be introduced to a new letter and engage in a 
variety of activities to help build their ability to recognise 
that letter by name and sound. Students are encouraged 
to bring an object to school from home that begins with our 
‘Letter of the Week’ each Monday. Bringing in objects that 
start with our ‘Letter of the Week’ is a great way to build 
students’ understanding of initial sounds in words. 
Students will be taught how to recognise common words 
by sight through our High Frequency Word Program. 
Along with our letter of the week, they will be exposed to a 
new High Frequency Word weekly, in order to build their 
reading fluency and confidence. They will be explicitly 
taught basic reading strategies they can use to support 
their independent reading abilities such as; looking at the 
picture, pointing to each word and looking at the initial 
sound within a word. Students will begin to form an 
understanding of how to predict what a story is about by 
using the front cover illustration and title.  
Listed below are each of the letters and words we will be 
focusing on during Term 1. 

 
 

 

Literacy- Writing 
In Writing this term, there will be a strong focus on 
developing students’ ability to write their name correctly and 
learning where to use uppercase/lowercase letters within 
their name. They will be explicitly taught how to hold and 
use a pencil correctly. Our Fine Motor Skills Program is 
aimed at developing and strengthening students’ pencil 
holding and usage abilities. Students will be taught explicitly 
how to write letters of the alphabet by focusing on a different 
letter weekly through our ‘Letter of the Week’ program. They 
will learn correct starting points and formation for both the 
uppercase and lowercase letters we focus on weekly. 
Students will practise how to write the common words we 
have learnt through our High Frequency Word Program. 
They will be exposed to Recount Writing and engage in a 
variety of language experiences to support their 
understanding of how to write about something they did at 
school or on the weekend. They will develop an 

 
Week 2 - 3/2        Letter: S s      Words: ‘I’ and ‘a’ 

 
 
 
 

 
Week 3 - 10/2      Letter: F f      Word: ‘the’ 
 
 
 
 

 
Week 4 - 17/2      Letter: B b      Word: ‘is’ 

 
Week 5 - 24/2      Letter: H h      Word: ‘and’ 
 

Week 6 - 2/3        Letter: T t       Word: ‘to’ 
 

Week 7 - 10/3      Letter: R r       Word: ‘it’ 
 

Week 8 - 16/3      Letter:  M m    Word: ‘you’ 
 

Week 9 - 23/3      Letter:  C c       Word: ‘here’ 
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understanding of how to record their ideas through drawing 
a picture of and experience and articulate that 
experience/picture to the teacher in a full sentence. They 
will be encouraged to write a sentence about their 
experience through recording the initial sounds they hear 
within each word and using any familiar high frequency 
words. We are aware that some students are already writing 
independently, these students will be catered for by 
focusing on recording beyond just the initial sound as well 
other conventions of writing (e.g. using punctuation 
correctly). 

 
 

Mathematics 
In Mathematics this term, students will be exposed to 
counting forwards and backwards to 10 and beyond. They 
will experience a wide range of ‘hands-on’ activities 
involving counting, recognising numerals, making 
collections and sequencing numbers. Students will acquire 
an increased understanding of numbers to ten initially and 
how they can be represented in different formats such as 
numerals, words and pictures. They will develop an 
understanding of the various ways to make single digit 
numbers, e.g. seeing numbers as being made of two or 
more parts. Students will also be exploring Non-Number 
concepts such as measuring and comparing objects 
based on their length, using locational language to 
describe position and initial understandings surrounding 
time (yesterday, today, tomorrow, days of the week and 
months of the year).  

 

Inquiry 
As part of our Inquiry program, students will be exploring 
the concepts of ‘Resilience’ and ‘Belonging’. As part of this 
unit, students will explore the ways in which they belong to 
different groups such as their family classroom, school 
and local community. They will investigate the rules of 
different places, and their rights and responsibilities within 
them, as well as identifying their personal connections to 
different places. Over the term, the students will learn 
about our three school values, ‘Resilience’, ‘Respect’ and 
‘Responsibility; and will identify ways that they can put 
these values into action. They will gain an understanding 
of the growth mindset approach to learning and how it 
enables them to develop skills to support a positive 
attitude towards challenging tasks. Students will develop 
an understanding that mistakes help us learn and that 
greater effort leads to greater achievement over time. 
Mary Petts will also be visiting the Foundation students for 
three sessions on a Friday. Mary is a former parent at our 
school who is also a singing and guitar teacher. She will 
be teaching the students lots of different songs centered 
on resilience, friendship and starting school.   

Home Reading Program  
On Monday 10th February, students will be given their 
own personal reader bag containing five books that they 
will read with you at home. Reader bags are to be 
returned to school every Monday for changing in order for 
students to have the opportunity to chose a new set of 
books to read for the week. 

 All students are expected to read with an adult every 
night. It is very important for children to read so they have 
the opportunity to practise the reading strategies taught at 
school. By reading every night at home you are helping 
reinforce reading concepts and increase your child’s 
confidence.  

Strategies and things you can do at home to support our 
Home Reading Program will be supplied inside your 
child’s reader bag next week. 
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Absences 
Please use our COMPASS app or website to notify the 
school of your child’s absence. If you need assistance 
using the app, please see the office staff. Unexplained 
absences will be actioned on a daily basis. If a parent 
does not notify the school of an absence prior to 9.30am 
on the day they are away, parents/guardians will receive a 
text message. An explanation is required for every 
absence. This is a requirement of the Department of 
Education and Training (DET). Please visit our website for 
a copy of our Absence Policy.  

Aged Care Program – Colton Close 
Oak Park Primary School is excited about our new Aged 
Care music program for 2020! It links Foundation children 
with aged care residents on a 1 hour visit approximately 1-
2 times per term. The Wellbeing program seeks to enrich 
and expand positive life experiences and help your 
children become comfortable with our aging population 
and bring cheer to those who are isolated and lonely. 
  
Your child will be part of the music program at Colton 
Close in Glenroy, throughout 2020. Our Year 5 Wellbeing 
Leaders will also be attending with our Foundation 
students. 
Permission notes were sent home on Friday 31st January, 
please return your child’s signed permission slip to 
their classroom teacher by Thursday 6th February.  
 
For more information regarding our program, please 
contact our Learning Leader and Wellbeing Officer,  
Maria Giordano: giordano.maria.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Foundation Specialist Programs 
Japanese: 
This term Foundation will learn about various cultural 
elements in Japan like the Japanese flag and the Girl’s 
Day Festival. The main focus for the term will be for 
students to learn how to say different parts of the body in 
Japanese. By the end of the term the students will be 
confident to answer the roll and introduce themselves in 
Japanese. 
                                    
 

Physical Education: 
In Physical Education this term, the Foundation students 
will be introduced to Fundamental Motor Skills and 
movement sequences using different body parts in 
response to stimuli. Students will practise skills such as 
throwing, catching, kicking and striking. They will also 
practise various forms of locomotion, including running, 
jumping, skipping, leaping and dodging. Throughout the 
term, students will also practise personal and social skills 
to interact with others through small and larger group 
games. 
 
Sustainability: 
In Sustainability this term, students will be introduced to 
what Sustainability is and the things we do at school to 
reduce our impact on the environment. They will be 
introduced to the various bins we have at school and how 
they should be used to reduce landfill. Students will look at 
nature and discuss how we can care for living and natural 
things in our school. We will look at packing a rubbish free 
lunch (as per school policy) and observing important 
environmentally-focused events such as Clean Up 
Australia Day and Earth Hour. 
 
Visual Arts: 
During Term 1, Foundation students will be introduced to 
concepts such as drawing and painting. Students will also 
learn about Primary Colours and Secondary Colours. 
Special events such as Dr Seuss’ birthday and St. 
Patrick’s Day will also be a focus in the Visual Arts 
Program. Some free expression painting will also allow the 
students to explore their creativity. Drawing, construction 
and painting will be the main focus/mediums used to 
create artworks during Term 1. 
 
If you have any further questions please contact your 
classroom teacher. 
Kind Regards,  

Kira Hannah - Foundation H 
hannah.kira.k@edmail.vic.gov.au  
Alex Macias – Foundation M 
macias.alexandra.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Lauren Heard – Foundation L 
heard.lauren.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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