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Welcome to Term One, 2018 

Welcome to the first Foundation Newsletter for 2018! Each term a 

newsletter will be sent home to families which outlines the current 

terms curriculum focus, important dates and reminders.  

This year’s Foundation students have had a great start to school and 

are settling in well to their new environment. They have enjoyed 

exploring new activities and are excited to learn new things. We 

endeavour to ensure your child has a fantastic year and look forward to 

working with you to provide a positive start to school. If you have any 

questions or concerns please contact your classroom teacher to arrange 

a time to meet. 

Term 1 Newsletter 
Foundation 
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Reminders: 
 

-To minimise the risk 

of lost property, 

please ensure that all 

your child’s 

belongings are clearly 

labelled including 

drink bottles, lunch 

containers and all 

clothing. 

 

 

- Please provide your 

child with a clearly 

labelled Art Smock 

and Library Bag. The 

bags designed by the 

Grade 6 buddies 

given out at the final 

transition session  

last year make a 

perfect library bag! 

 

 

- Students are 

encouraged to have a 

spare set of clothing 

at school in case they 

need to change due 

to a toilet accident. 

Clothes can be kept 

in your child’s 

classroom tub. 

Current Foundation 
Entry Assessment 
Dates: 

Wednesday 14th, 21st  
and 28th of 
February. 

Students are only 
required at school 
for their interview 
time. 

Foundation students 
will commence their 

first full week of school 
on the week beginning 

Monday the 5th of 
March. 

All Foundation 
students are to attend 

school every day! 

 

Friday the 9th 
of February will 

be a whole 
school 

curriculum day. 

 Students are not 
to attend school 

on this date. 
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Curriculum Focus 

Literacy 

Phonological Awareness: 

This term students will be developing their 

understanding of the alphabet. We will be 

focussing on a different letter each week (Letter 

of the Week) and learning the letter name, sound 

associated and how that letter can be used to 

form words. We encourage parents/ guardians to 

talk about objects in the environment that 

associate with the letter of the week (e.g. snail 

starts with ‘s’) and play games such as Alphabet 

Bingo and ‘I Spy With My Little Eye’. Students 

can bring in objects from home that correspond 

with the letter of the week to share with their 

class; for example, ‘hat’ for the Letter H. Each 

week, we will also be introducing the students to 

a ‘Word of the Week’. These words are high 

frequency words which are regularly found in 

almost all texts and are important words for 

children to learn as they begin learning to read. 

Through the testing period, if we discover your 

child already has significant letter/ word 

knowledge then extension activities will be 

provided. 

 

Week 2- 5/2      Letter: S s  

 
 
 

 

Week 3- 12/2      Letter: F f Word:  the 
 
 

 
 

 

Week 4- 19/2    Letter: B b Word: is 

  

 Week 5- 26/2    Letter: H h Word: and 

 

Week 6- 5/3        Letter: Tt Word: to 

 

 Week 7- 12/3          Letter: R r Word: it 

 

Week 8- 19/3        Letter:  M m Word: you 

 Week 9- 26/3        Revision of all Term 1 Letters/    

Words  

 

 

Mathematics 

Students will be participating in many fun 

and engaging learning activities to further 

develop their understandings of 

mathematical concepts.  

Concepts to be covered over Term 1 include: 

- Counting: Forwards and backwards, 

making and counting collections. 

- Number: Recognising and matching 

numerals to quantities, ordering numbers. 

- Time: Days of the Week, Months and 

Seasons of the Year. 

- Length: Comparing length of objects.  

- Patterns: Exploring colour patterns.     

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLz6LCmPvRAhUFVZQKHdPABLsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.fotosearch.com/CSP227/k2278173/&bvm=bv.146094739,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNE-QLflV3imcqMqMqhYO58Hm56Dxw&ust=1486460843788231
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Challenge Based Learning 

Challenge Based Learning is an engaging 

multidisciplinary approach to teaching and 

learning that encourages learners to solve 

real world problems. This term’s CBL 

learning will focus around the theme of 

‘Getting to Know Each Other’. Students will 

be exploring their own personal identity and 

how they can help to create a harmonious 

classroom community. 

Home Reading Program 

The Home Reading Program will commence 

on Tuesday the 13th of February. Reading 

with your child daily is expected as this will 

help your child to begin recognising letters 

and new words. Students will bring home 

five new books to share with you each week. 

More detailed information will be provided 

with your child’s Reader Bag next week. 

Arrival Time 

Foundation students are able to enter their 

classrooms from 8.50 am. Between 8:50- 

9am students are expected to unpack their 

bag independently and be ready for learning 

by 9am. We ask that parents say goodbye 

to their child at the door and allow them 

to unpack their own belongings. We ask 

parents to please wait outside on the tiger 

turf at 3:30pm as the class will walk out to 

waiting parents. 

 

 

 

Specialist Classes 

Students will participate in Specialist classes 

every week. Please check the attached 

timetable and be aware of the days that they 

have these specialist classes on. Sport shoes 

are required to be worn on the day your child 

has Physical Education. 

Japanese 

This term Foundation will learn about 

various cultural elements in Japan like the 

Japanese flag and the Girl’s Day Festival. 

The main focus for the term will be for 

students to learn how to say different parts of 

the body in Japanese. By the end of the term 

the students will be confident to answer the 

roll and introduce themselves in Japanese. 

 

Melissa Broso 

 

Visual Arts 

In Term 1, Foundation students will be 

experimenting with various art mediums 

such as grey lead pencils, coloured pencils, 

crayons, Texas, pastels and watercolour 

paint. They will also focus on what the 

Primary Colours are and create some 

artworks using these colours. Please ensure 

that your child brings an art smock to school 

so that they don’t get any paint on their 

uniforms. 

 

David Flint 
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Physical Education 

In Foundation Physical Education this term, 

students will be developing an understanding 

of Fundamental Motor Skills (FMS). These 

include balancing, throwing, running, 

bouncing and catching. 

Foundation children will also focus on 

naming body parts, developing basic 

teamwork skills and becoming aware of 

creating a safe environment for themselves 

and others. 

 

Nikki McKinnon 

 

Performing Arts 

Welcome Parents and Caregivers, 

I hope your child is settling into the school 

year and enjoying the new routines of being 

a big school kid! 

The Performing Arts program is an excellent 

opportunity for your child to relax, have fun 

in a safe environment and express 

themselves in a variety of creative ways. 

This term Foundation students will 

participate in Dance, Drama and Singing. In 

the first few week students will play lots of 

games, especially name games to learn more 

about each other. Students will explore free 

movement and observe how a variety of 

music tempos and make bodies move in 

different ways. We will also be dancing with 

ribbons and scarves and explore how these 

objects can help influence different 

movements. 

An important part of Term one is focusing on 

social situations the children may encounter 

in the playground. Students will use role play 

and puppets to explore how to positively play 

with peers and how to resolve conflicts if 

they arise. 

I look forward to working with your child 

and introducing them to the many benefits of 

Performing Arts. If you have any questions 

or comments please don’t hesitate to contact 

me. 

Yours Sincerely,   

Melanie Ojczyk 

 

 

If you have any further questions please 

contact your classroom teacher. We look 

forward to a fabulous Term 1! 

Regards, 

Marina Plesa  

 plesa.marina.m@edumail.vic.gov.au   

Kira Hannah  

 hannah.kira.k@edmail.vic.gov.au  

Katherine Seator   

 seator.katherine.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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