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End of Term 1 

Term 1 finishes this Friday at 2.00pm, with final 

assembly at 1.30pm   

Please ensure your child is picked up on time 

Thank you 

Uniform Award 
 

This weeks 

Uniform Wearers of the Week Award 
 

goes to 

CHARLOTTE MILLER 3JW 

Congratulations Charlotte for setting such a terrific 

example to the rest of the school!                                    

 

Principal’s Column 

I went to a ‘Positive Psychology’ seminar last week 

where the presenter spoke about the importance of 

parents allowing their children to fail.  

Then I came across the following article about 

‘Concierge Parents’: 

'Profoundly dangerous': A generation at risk 

from 'concierge parents'  

Jordan Baker, Sydney Morning Herald, March 24, 

2019  

 

 

One parent was so upset about their child's 

assessment that they paid an outside tutor to re-

mark the essay and demanded the school use the 

rival result, which was one point higher.  

Then there was the mother who wrote to a school 

offering to sit detention on her daughter's behalf, 

arguing she was the one who was late to wash the 

forgotten uniform, so she would accept the 

punishment.  

 

They are among a legion of Sydney parents rushing 

to rescue their children from everyday challenges 

and minor failures such as a spat with a mate, a 

talking-to from their teacher, or a forgotten history 

assignment.  

 

Some dub them snowploughs, because they remove 

obstacles from their child's path. But the principal of 

St Catherine's School in Waverley, Julie Townsend, 

prefers the term 'concierge parents'. "They are there 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

3rd April Cybersafety 

Presentation 

5th April Last Day Term 1 

Easter Raffle drawn 

final assembly   

Casual Clothes Day: Gold Coin Donation 

28th May School Photos 

22nd August Grade 6 Graduation 

and Sports photos 
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at a little desk waiting for any problems, and sort 

them out," she said.  

The United States scandal over parents bribing 

officials to admit their children to exclusive colleges 

is an extreme form of the parenting trend, but it has 

been on the rise in Australia too, according to 

principals of Sydney schools.  

 

"I have seen quite a significant change," says Jenny 

Allum, who has been principal of SCEGGS 

Darlinghurst for more than two decades. "They 

expect [their children] to have fewer hurdles and 

more accolades, more opportunities, more 

recognition."  

 

Timothy Wright, headmaster of Shore School, has 

noticed more parents querying team selections, or 

essay marks, or invitations.  

 

"I think some parents are more anxious about 

managing their children for ongoing success than 

they are about ongoing learning," he said. "The 

notion that 'my child must always succeed' is 

profoundly dangerous.  

"It creates students that are too fragile to accept 

feedback. "They can't cope when a teacher says, 'you 

need more reasoning here', or 'this is unclear'," said 

Dr Wright.  

 

The principals emphasised that the vast majority of 

parents were sensible. Concierge parents made up 

"maybe 10 per cent of families," says Dr Townsend. 

"But they take up 90 per cent of your time."  

Students need challenges at school to prepare them 

for adulthood. "Children should experience failure in 

order to learn that there are habits of mind and 

characteristics of personality that enable them to 

struggle and persevere," said Dr Wright.  

Amid growing concerns about the long-term impact 

of parental intervention, schools are beginning to 

act. Last year, Wenona School ruled that forgotten 

items ferried to school by parents would stay in 

reception until the end of the day.  

 

The student might get detention for forgetting, but 

"it only happens once or twice and then even the 

vaguest child tends to focus a little more," wrote 

principal Briony Scott in a newsletter to parents.  

Similarly, an unwashed uniform would not be an 

excuse. "From year 7 onwards, I expect a young 

woman to be able to do her own washing," she 

wrote.  

 

"The only way we can teach young people that 

parents are not their slaves nor their secretaries, and 

to reinforce that they themselves are really quite 

capable, is to allow young people to become 

capable."  

 

The NSW Department of Education issued a parent 

code of conduct last year. St Catherine's also issued 

its own version, explaining that parents should treat 

teachers respectfully, and that repeated breaches 

might result in a ban from school premises.  

 

"It gives the teachers the opportunity to say to 

parents, 'your behaviour is not acceptable'," said Dr 

Townsend.  

 

For SCEGGS, the focus is education. "Our deputy 

principal [Holly Gyton] told year seven parents she 

wanted to leave them with one word - wobble," said 

Ms Allum. "'When you were teaching them to ride a 

bike, they wobbled. Let them wobble'."  

'Concierge parenting' is not confined to private 

schools - many government schools report it too - 
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but it is "often the domain of the educated and the 

anxious," said Judith Locke, author of The Bonsai 

Child.  

 

"The more education you get, the more fearful you 

are of minor things affecting children - the long term 

of effect of not getting onto the netball team. When 

you have hyper-vigilance about what your child is 

going through, you are more likely to protect them 

from problematic events.  

 

"We think self-esteem is about a perfect life and 

being happy. But really, it's believing you can cope 

with whatever's coming up in the future."  

Parents accustomed to saving their children tend not 

to stop once the child has finished high school. Dr 

Locke has heard stories of parents ringing university 

lecturers, and even workplaces to sort out problems 

for their children.  

 

Since 2014, Sydney University has published a 

newsletter for parents, which has had a "very positive 

response," said a university spokesperson.  

Karen Porter, a single mother of three boys, decided 

three years ago that she was carrying too much of 

the domestic load. Since then, each boy has been 

responsible for cooking one meal a week, and they 

all pitch in with the cleaning and laundry.  

They are also responsible for managing their school, 

homework and extra-curricular activities. She 

believes it is important for them to become 

resourceful and self-sufficient.  

 

"I reasoned that at the age of 12 I was cooking, so 

there was no reason they couldn't do it," she said. 

"The more that they buy into the idea that we are all 

a team, the better it will be for their relationships in 

the future." 

PFA 

Introducing our new PFA Executive Committee for 

2019: 

PRESIDENT:                    Jessica Sermeliotis                                             

VICE PRESIDENT:            Jen Harding                         

SECRETARY:                    Nicole Tu                              

TREASURER:                    Yvette Win                           

SCHOOL COUNCIL REP:  Grant Fenton 

Welcome to the new Committee… 

 

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank Bron 

Barwick and Kelly Richardson for all their hard work 

with Parents & Friends Association. 

Thanks Bron for your commitment over the years as 

PFA President, your hard work has been greatly 

appreciated. 
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Ride2School 

On Friday the 22nd of March, Oak Park Primary 

School celebrated National Ride 2 School Day. 

 It was great to see so many students ride their 

bikes and scooters to school!  In total we had more 

than 50 students participate in the day which was a 

fantastic effort!  

Please continue to encourage your children to ride 

to school when practical as it’s an easy and fun way 

to be active!  

Well done to all students who participated- keep 

riding! 
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1/2 Excursion News 

On the 20th of March, we had a very fantastic day 

because we had an exciting excursion into the 

Melbourne city. All of the 1/2 grades came too. We 
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went because we were learning about ACMI, Fed 

Square and the NGV. We even saw the MCG in the 

distance. We had lunch and played in the 

playground. I went on the swing. It was very fast.          

At ACMI, I learnt that some of the movies were 

invented in 1890. Did you know that the first ever 

movie was invented in Australia?                                 

At the disco, everyone was dancing and that time 

the lights turned off everyone screamed. It was 

hilarious! It was funny because no one knew that 

the lights could turn off. 

My favourite part of the day was seeing the disco 

because it was fantastic. I found it amazing and 

pretty.                                                                         

Written By:  Sienna Duhan 2M 

You won't believe what the Grade 1 / 2s did on 

Wednesday 20th March!  We caught a humungous 

bus into the city of Melbourne! 

Our first sensational landmark was the water wall at 

the NGV.  We visited many exciting places because 

we are learning about what makes Melbourne 

special. 

Let me tell you some amazing facts about Flinders 

Street Station.  It has nine little clocks and one big 

clock and 99 trains go to Flinders Street Station.  

There is even a secret ballroom! 

The funniest thing that happened at the excursion 

was when Coco and Evin licked the cold water wall 

at the NGV and then a fat bird pooped on Zayden's 

clean head. I laughed so much when Maeve and 

Adem rolled down the hill with their bags on their 

backs and when Makayla and Pyper were talking to 

the noisy birds at lunch. 

You'll never believe what my favourite part of our 

excursion was.  It was going to ACMI because it has 

lots of interesting information about old movies.  It 

was a great excursion.  

Written by:  Pyper Bunting. 
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Casual Clothes Day 

There will be a casual clothes day on the last day of 

term, Friday 5th April.   Please bring a gold coin 

donation if you wear casual clothes.                            

Your donation will support (and be acknowledged 

by) the Royal Children's Hospital Good Friday 

Appeal 2019. 

Cyber Safety 

Oak Park Primary School is hosting a 

ThinkUKnow Presentation for Parents – 

TONIGHT, April 3rd , 7pm 

Grade 1 Excursion               
Some observation from Grade 1H on their 

excursion to Melbourne City………. 

I loved going on a trip to the city. I liked having a 

snack and laying on the grass. I went to the 

amazing NGV and I saw some excellent art work. 

My favourite part of the day was the afternoon and 

morning because I saw some tall buildings. Last we 

went into the bus and back to school.                     

By Leyla – 1H 

We all went to the Melbourne city on the 20th of 

March, 2019. I went on the bus and I saw the glow 

in the dark wheel but it wasn’t glowing. I liked the 

colourful roof and when I looked up at the roof it 

didn’t scare me when I looked up and it was 

beautiful and awesome. I went to the playground. 

Ruby and me were playing with the elephant and 
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we stayed there the whole time because we loved 

the elephant. I went on the bridge and I saw the 

MCG and I liked seeing the MCG and it was 

awesome. We saw the Hand Pan and the Hand Pan 

instrument was cool. Then we all went on the bus 

and we went back to school at the end of the day. 

Written by:  Georgia – 1H    

 

Student Wellbeing 

It’s been great to see students contributing what 

they’re grateful for on our ‘gratitude wall.’ 

 

Some of the things students have been commenting 

on that they’re grateful for, include:- 

 

“Today I’m grateful for my friends and how kind and 

forgiving they are.” 

“I am grateful that my parents still read with me.” 

“I’m grateful for having a family.” 

I’m grateful for having a roof over my head, food at 

the table and a loving family.” 

“I am grateful for my PS4.” 

“I am grateful for having lots of toys.” 

“I am grateful for my stepdad who came into my life 

and made my life better.” 

“Living in Australia and having a large family.” 

“I am grateful to my friends for being there for me.” 

  

 

Maria Giordano 

Student Wellbeing 

Officer 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

Have you moved address recently?   

Have your contact details changed since you 

enrolled your child at Oak Park Primary School?    

Do you have Emergency Contacts on your child’s 

enrolment?    

 We must have emergency contacts in case parents 

are not contactable by phone.                                     

There have been a few incidences recently where 

we have tried to contact a parent but the number 

has been disconnected.   

Please call or email with any changes 

Thank you 
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Save the Date… Book Fair 

Book Club will not be running in Term 2…instead 

we will be running a Book Fair from Tuesday 21st 

May – Tuesday 28th May. 

As in past years, each grade will be allotted a 

viewing time to create their ‘wish list’ and there will 

be a ‘parent only preview’ as well. 

More information will be provided early next term 

but if you have any queries please feel free to see 

me in the Library. 

Michelle 

School Tours @ OPPS    
School Tours for new 2020 students will be held on 

Tues 21st & Thurs 23rd May, 2019 at 9.30am.  

Please call or email the school should you wish to 

attend. Oak Park Primary School is now accepting 

enrolments for 2020 

 

Transition Year 7 2020 

TRANSITION PROCESS: 

The year 6-7 Transition to Secondary College 

follows a set process.  Applications for Secondary 

College for 2020 and parent Information sheets 

become available after the 23rd April, and will be 

sent home to all Grade 6 families. Enrolment is 

done via this process only.  

All transition information regarding Secondary 

College open nights and school tours will be placed 

in the newsletter as it comes to hand.   

 

 

GLENROY COLLEGE 
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COBURG HIGH SCHOOL

 

    
 

PASCOE VALE GIRLS SECONDARY COLLEGE 

 

 

ESSENDON KEILOR COLLEGE  EKC 

 

 

ROSEHILL SECONDARY COLLEGE 
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Community News 

 

Illustration workshop  

  

  

  

  

 11 am, Monday 15 April @ Coburg Library          

2 pm, Monday 15 April @ Glenroy Library  

Maxine Beneba Clarke is a widely published and 

award-winning author and illustrator.  Unleash your 

creativity in this   hands-on workshop and learn 

how to illustrate your own stories. Suitable for ages 

5 to 12.  Registrations essential. 

moreland.vic.gov.au/read-more  
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Class Name Awarded for 

FH  

Jasper Davison 

For working super hard to improve your handwriting.  Your 

brilliant attitude and commitment to achieving your goals is a 

wonderful quality.  Keep it up! 

FM Hania Haider For always starting the day with a bright smile and positive 

attitude.  Thank you for making our class a happy one. 

FS Ethan Li For working incredibly hard to learn the letters and sounds we 

have looked at this term.  Your hard work is showing Ethan.  

Great job! 

1C Cooper Sayers For being a responsible student and completing a great 

term’s work 

1PA 27 Mar  Jayda Hazim For being very focussed and enthusiastic about learning this 

term. Well done Jayda 

2D 27 Mar Lachy 

Roebuck 

3 Apr Coco Evans 

For showing great resilience and working hard at your 

Recount Writing.  Keep up the great effort 

For showing great resilience with your maths work.  You 

worked hard and didn’t give up when working on challenging 

tasks.  Well done and keep up the great work 

2M 27 Mar Selin Sezer 

 

3 Apr Naida Mutapcic 

For persisting with her recount writing and coming up with 

some excellent compound sentences independently. 

For always being helpful and having beautiful manners 

3/4B 27 Mar Avery Weinel  

3JW 27 Mar Joshua Yeo 

 

3 Apr Milly-Rose Aldis 

For making fantastic contributions during writing, and settling 

well into your new school. 

For improvement in your writing 
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3E Mia Musa For being an excellent role model for your classmates, always 

completing your work to a fantastic standard, and for being 

kind and helping your peers. 

5/6A Robbie O’Brien For presenting an interesting speech to demonstrate your 

learning in Inquiry this term 

Art Malekah Jammal 5/6G  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manager  Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Jessica Sermeliotis  jessica.sermeliotis@gmail.com 

School Council President Joanne Roolker  joanne.roolker@live.com.au 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  

 


