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Uniform Award 
                                                                                                 

This week’s 
Uniform Wearers of the Week Award  

goes to  

 
CLAUDIA BURKE-CAPELLI FP 

Congratulations Claudia for setting such a terrific 

example to the rest of the school! 

                 

 

Principal’s Column                     

I vividly remember as a kid the summer 

holidays between Grade 5 and Grade 6. I 

became close friends with one of the other 

boys who would be in my class in Grade 6. It 

was a friendship that didn’t last a long time but 

had a profound influence on my life.  

 

Steve and I were inseparable during those 

holidays and throughout that Grade 6 year. 

Apart from sitting next to each other in class, 

we went to each other’s houses every day after 

school and spent weekends out riding our 

bikes and doing things. Doing stuff that I 

would never have allowed my own kids to do. 

These were the days when kids would just go 

off someplace, often without telling their 

parents and as long as they were home before 

the street lights came on, it was ok. 

 

Anyway, apart from all the great things we did 

– exploring down the creek, looong bike rides, 

fishing, swimming, visiting the old museum in 

the city (yes we did) – I learned so much just 

from being with this kid, Steve.  

 

He was very different to anyone I had ever 

known before. He seemed to know something 

about just about everything. He had a maturity 

and views and understandings way beyond 

mine. He was interested in science and 

electronics and cooking.  He was into 

everything, he would ask questions and he had 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August 30-31  Father’s Day Stalls 

 

August 31st             Family Movie night 

 

September 11th       Sports photos 

 

October 20th             School Fete 

 

December 6th           Carols Night 

 

December 11th         Year 7 Transition Day 

 

December 12th          Grade 6 Big Day Out 

 

December 18th         Grade 6 Graduation 
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opinions on everything. As I said, he had a 

huge impact on me.  

 

And then we went to secondary school, where 

we were put into different classes and I think 

he found other interests and things just sort of 

faded. And life went on. 

 

I was told that he passed away some time ago 

and I felt so deeply sorry. I thought about Steve 

many times over the years; what he would’ve 

done in particular situations, what he would’ve 

said, what were the right questions to ask.  

 

A couple of years ago I happened to stumble 

across a graphic arts business and it was 

Steve’s. He was alive, not completely well, but 

going ok.  

 

I was able to make contact and we arranged to 

catch up. Gee it was good to see him. I went to 

his house and it was amazing. You could hardly 

move in the place because there was just so 

much stuff. There were musical instruments, 

painter’s easels and paints, and every kind of 

gadget you could imagine. In my mind, it was 

a reflection of his mind. 

 

He was the same Steve but he was different. 

We clearly had both moved off in different 

directions. He remembered things about when 

were kids that I had absolutely no recollection 

of. I told him how he had influenced me and 

he told me that I had influenced him. He said I 

had taught him about humour and seeing the 

funny side of things. I felt good about that 

because I never felt as a kid that I was able to 

teach him anything – he seemed to already 

know everything. 

 

There’s a great story by Stephen King called 

‘The Body’ – the film ‘Stand By Me’ was based 

on it. There is a line in the book and the movie 

that goes,  

“I never had any friends later on like the ones I 

had when I was twelve. Jesus, did you?” 

                                                                         

Nope. 
 
2019 Classes – Parent 

Input Often during this time of year the 

school begins to get questions about how class 

lists for the next school year are developed. 

Basically, we begin working on this early in Term 4. 

The following criteria are considered as the staff 

creates a recommendation to the principal for class 

composition that includes:   

• students with special  learning styles and 

needs 

• high achieving students 

• balanced male/female ratios where 

possible 

• known interpersonal relationships that will 

maintain a positive class climate 

• teacher recommendation 

• learning & teaching style balance 

• parent concerns 



 

 

 

Willett Avenue Oak Park 3046                            Issue 25 

t 9306 9182    e nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au       www.oakparkps.vic.edu.au                                    August 29th 2018 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

The Oak Leaf 

Oak Park Primary School will work collaboratively to provide a stimulating, safe and challenging 

learning environment that promotes resilient, innovative thinkers. 

Please note that parent requests are considered 

when the request is based on the learning style 

of the student or other known factors that may 

have a positive or negative influence on the 

child. We do not place children based on simple 

choice. As noted above many factors are taken into 

consideration. 

Here are the steps to the process: 

1. In the newsletter, parents will be  notified 

 to send a written letter to the 

 principal if they want to give input to the 

 process of class placement for their child. 

2. The letter must be received by the school 

no later than 26th October in order                          

to be  considered. This is an  important 

deadline as  letters received after that 

date will be too late  to be considered. 

 3. The letter must state the criteria and 

 learning environment best suited for the 

 student as per the parent opinion (this 

 is a piece of the input to the process  along 

 with the teacher input). We ask that you do 

 NOT  request a teacher specifically by 

 name. 

 4. In Term 4, the principal will direct the 

 teaching staff to prepare class lists for 

 2019 based on the criteria listed above 

 including both teacher and parent input.  

5. Upon completion of the draft class lists the 

principal will meet with each grade  level 

team of teachers to review the  lists 

and  discuss the criteria for how they 

were  developed.  

 6. Parents are informed of their child’s  class 

 placement prior to the end of the school 

 year. 

Sports Photos 
                                                                                    

On Tuesday 11th September students from Grades 

5/6 who have been in an Interschool Sport team 

this year will have their professional photo taken.  

                                                                                 

We ask that students wear their sports uniform on 

that day.  

 

Yoga 

Don’t forget to join Tania for lunchtime Yoga on 

Tuesdays 
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Tournament of the Minds 

Congratulations to both of our teams who 

competed in the Tournament of the Minds at La 

Trobe University on Sunday. What a great job they 

did after many weeks of thinking, scripting and 

practising their presentations. 

We are very happy to announce that our Arts 

Team (Team 2) won First Place!  Not only that, 

our STEM Team (Team 1) received Honours for 

their performance!   CONGRATULATIONS!! 

 

The Arts (Team 2) First Place –  

Neyra Mutapcic, Milla Sercombe, Declan Boyd, 

Martin Tippett, Ailah Grimmond, Alexandra Dyer, 

Charli Higgins  

STEM (Team 1) Honours –                       

Mitchell Leary, Michael Wright, Chelsea Ippoliti, 

Amelia Miller, Hannah Black, Hudson Lasslett, 

Xavier Guitierez 

The Arts team will now compete at the State Finals, 

again at La Trobe University on Sunday 

September 9th. This means that our seven 

wonderful performers will now be required to 

spend a whole day tackling a new challenge and 

showcasing their creative solution to the problem. 

Here is brief outline of the day. 

8:45am - Students arrive (Building ELT 4) 

9:15 - Move to Preparation Rooms 

9:30am - 12:40pm - Team prepare their solution 

to the Tree Hour Challenge 

LUNCH 

1:50 - 4:20 - Three Hour Challenge 

Presentations (*Parents and teachers are welcome) 

5 - 6pm - Entertainment & Presentations 

So well done everyone and we wish The Arts 

Team all the very best! 

Thank you, 

MrC (Liv Coreno) 

Graduation Bears/Balls 

Your Grade 6 child has the opportunity to 

purchase a graduation bear or ball for family and 

friends to sign; a great memento of their 

wonderful years at Oak Park PS and something 

that they can treasure for a lifetime. 

The bear stands at 40cm tall with movable arms 

and legs. All come with a BIC pen so the students 

can obtain all their friend’s signatures. 

Bears cost $14.50 and the football or soccer 

ball are priced at $13.20. 

Order forms are available via Compass news 

feed as well as at the back of the newsletter. 

                                                                           

Orders and payment must be received by 

Wednesday the 19th of September 2018.       

 No late orders will be accepted. 
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Bunnings BBQ 

A big thank you to everyone who volunteered and 

assisted at the Bunnings BBQ on Saturday. The 

weather certainly turned it on for us, and being the 

weekend before Father's Day was great timing. 

I am proud to say that we made $2440 profit at the 

end of the day, which is incredible. Even the 

Bunnings activities organiser was amazed at our 

takings. 

So once again, thank you all, it couldn't have been 

achieved without you.  

Many thanks to all the parents who donated items 

before the day - sauces, napkins etc. and especially 

to the families who came down on Saturday to buy 

a snag & drink. There were so many of them from 

the school, it was excellent to see the support.   

And now to get organised for the fete BBQ........ 

 

 

 

Family Maths Challenge 

To celebrate Numeracy Week this year, we are 

encouraging families to take on our Family Maths 

Challenge. 

 
Challenge Question = If your family won some 

money, how would you spend it? 

The amount of money won is in the table below, 

specific to different year levels. 
 
Foundation 1’s 2’s 3/4’s 5/6’s 

$100 $100 $1000 $100000 $1000000 

                                                                                         

As a family, discuss your ideas and record your 

decisions. You may record how to share the 

money in any mathematical way - graphs, whole 

numbers, fractions, percentages, decimals, etc. 

Students will share their results with their 

classmates and teachers on Friday, September 

7th.   
At assembly, one student from each cohort will be 

selected to present their families findings. They 

will share with everyone how they decided to 

spend their winnings. 
There is also a fantastic website for families to 

look through for activity ideas at home. Challenge 

yourselves to investigate an activity during 

Numeracy Week - maybe at the dinner table! 

http://www.familymathstoolkit.org.uk/activities-

for-children  
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FETE NEWS 

      

Raffle Tickets 

Raffle tickets have been sent home for this years 

school fete.  There are some great prizes which 

have been donated by companies willing to 

support our school. 

Tickets are $2 each, and if you’d like more 

booklets, they are available from the Office. 

The raffle will be drawn on the 20th October 

Got to be in it to win it ☺  

Donations Requested…. 
Plants for the Fete       John Sustainability     

Fete BBQ Donations     Office.                           

Thanks everyone for the BBQ supplies that 

were donated for the Bunnings BBQ.  We 

would love some BBQ donations now for the 

fete                                                                  

Fathers Day Stall            Office 

Fathers Day Stall  

Our Fathers Day Stalls will be happening at school 

on Thursday 30th and Friday 31st August.  Gifts 

will range in price from .50cents up to $5 and we 

ask that students please bring a bag to carry their 

gift home. 

Each class will be given the opportunity to 

purchase gifts from the stall over these 2 days. 

Thanks to everyone who donated to the stall, as 

well as the craft group for making cards. 

Volunteers wishing to assist on the stall are always 

welcome 

Footy Colours Day 

Footy Colours day will be on the 21st Sept                                        

More information to follow 
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Family Movie Night 

We will be holding a movie night on Friday 31st 

August 2018.    It will be held in the multipurpose 

room.  The room will open at 6:45pm, and the 

movie will commence at 7:15pm.   The movie we 

will be showing is: Honey I Shrunk The Kids 

(1989) PG.  Please bring your own 

cushions/beanbags/blankets/chairs. If you do 

bring chairs you will need to sit at the back to 

allow everyone to see.  There is heating in the 

multipurpose room but the floor can get cold.    

There will be popcorn and fruit punch for sale on 

the night. A limited number of reusable cups for 

the fruit punch will be available, but we encourage 

you to bring along your own cups/drink bottles  

It is important to understand that all children 

must be supervised the entire night by a 

parent or guardian. Children are NOT to be 

dropped off and left unsupervised. 

               

Book Club 

Book Club brochures have been distributed to 

students.  All orders need to be submitted by 

Wednesday 5th September to ensure delivery by 

the end of term.  

Any questions or concerns, please see Michelle in 

the Library 

Rubbish Free Lunches 

The Rubbish-Free Lunch Champions this week are 

Grade 1M.  Well done on reducing the amount of 

rubbish that is brought to school. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Bunnings Fathers Day colouring sheet at the back 

of the newsletter.   

Competition closes 2nd September 
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Class Name Awarded for 

FH Faith Nepomuceno For always being so kind and caring to everyone in our class.  Your bright 

smile is contagious! 

FP All Foundation P For showing enthusiasm towards your learning, and care towards one 

another every day.  Well done! 

1H Jack Lasike For being a kind hearted member of 1H and for having a go at lots of 

activities this week! 

1M Maeve Donovan For showing excellent team work and resilience when building your 

dinosaur for the STEM fair.  Well done Maeve! 

1/2C Zahli Maynard For always showing the school values of responsibility, respect and 

resilience.  Great work Zahli 

2D Ruben Acosta For being a responsible role model in class.  You have been working hard 

to complete all tasks, and to a high standard.  Well done! 

2M Ada Cavdar 

Blake Sabotkoski 

For excellent team-work during C.B.L.  For listening well and being willing 

to compromise 

3P Maiya Dib  22/08 

 

Kate McMullin 

For working hard at being a 3 star listener, and preparing yourself for an 

awesome time at camp! 

For using your time well in class and producing high quality work in all 

subjects.  Keep it up! 

3E Mia Goss For your outstanding improvement with your writing in the classroom.  

Keep up the great work! 

4 JW Charli Bruni 

Sabena Guler 

For working on his reading goal independently 

For helping the teacher and being a responsible student 

5/6LD 
 

Hugo Wright For your outstanding effort in all subject areas.  Keep up the terrific work 

5/6G Lily Rowland For showing resilience in her learning when completing challenging 

learning tasks.  Well done Lily! 

Japanese Amelia Demercurio FP For always being an active listener, participant and leader of 

language learning in Japanese.  Keep up the great work Amelia 

Art Xavier Gutierrez 5/6P  
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FETE SPONSORS 

Please support these great businesses who are sponsoring and supporting Oak Park Primary School’s fete 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

Akay Architects      www.akayarchitects.com.au                                                               

   

Barry Plant              www.barryplant.com.au/glenroy     

McDonalds Oak Park  www.mcdonalds.com.au    

Bendigo Bank Strathmore www.bendigobank.com.au/strathmore    

Tilnak    www.tilnak.com   

 

GOLD SPONSORS 

Glenroy RSL   https://www.glenroyrsl.com.au  

Globe Footwear  http://globebrand.com  

 LTYB Strathmore  http://listentoyourbody.com.au/studio/strathmore  

Kelly Sports   http://www.kellysports.com.au  

Team Holiday   http://teamkids.com.au    
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BRONZE SPONSORS 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manager  Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Bron Barwick   nursebron@yahoo.com 

School Council President Joanne Roolker  joanne.roolker@live.com.au 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  
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