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 School Tours @ OPPS    
School Tours for new 2020 students will be held on 

Tues 21st & Thurs 23rd May, 2019 at 9.30am.  

Please call or email the school should you wish to 

attend. Oak Park Primary School is now accepting 

enrolments for 2020 

Uniform Award 
 

This weeks 

Uniform Wearers of the Week Award 
 

goes to 

ZARA DAVISON 2D 

Congratulations Zara for setting such a terrific 

example to the rest of the school!                                    

 

Principal’s Column 

Everyone has some notion of the optimum 

conditions in which children learn. I am sure there 

would be a lot of agreement on many of those 

conditions – having a good teacher would be one 

that everyone would agree on.  

If we were to look at all the students who do well at 

school compared to those who ‘struggle’, and asked 

the question, ‘What are the things in place for those 

kids who do well that those who struggle don’t have 

in place?’, I think the answer would come down to a 

few simple, and probably obvious, principles.  

 Good school attendance 

Apart from the obvious reason - that the 

more time you spend at school with good 

teachers, the more you learn - good 

attendance is also an indicator that parents 

are serious about their child’s education and 

that there is some sort of organisation and 

stability in the child’s life. Which is important. 

 Good teachers 

What makes a good teacher? To me it is 

someone who cares deeply for the kids, 

knows them well and attends to their needs 

(academic and social). 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

29th March Earth Hour 

3rd April Cybersafety 

Presentation 

5th April Last Day Term 1 

Easter Raffle drawn 

final assembly   

Casual Clothes Day: Gold Coin Donation 

28th May School Photos 

22nd August Grade 6 Graduation 

and Sports photos 
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 Supportive Family 

By this, I mean a family who have high 

expectations of their children academically, 

socially, behaviourally and one that works 

with the school to support their child’s 

learning at home. eg listening to reading etc. 

 Optimism 

Happy/Positive people generally do better, 

bounce back when things go wrong, persist 

and believe they will succeed. A positive 

outlook can help enormously. 

 Reading every day 

The simplest, most powerful thing you can 

do for your kids educationally, is to listen to 

them read every day for 20 minutes. Simple 

as that. 

There are other things that contribute to a child 

doing well at school. I’m sure you have a few beliefs 

of your own. Feel free to let me know what you think 

– I’d be happy to share a few responses in the 

newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

Drop Off/Pick Up Area 

Please note there are some rules regarding the drive 

through drop off & pick up area: 

 NO right turn out of drop off area.   

 NO parking or waiting in this area 

We have had issues with parents insisting on turning 

right out of this area, even though it causes a 

massive gridlock, upheaval and gets other parents 

quite angry as it blocks everyone else.  

We had this issue once again last Friday and while 

we understand that parents are worried about 

picking up their children on time and want to park 

there if their child is not ready, this is not allowed 

and you will be asked to move on. 

STAFF CAR PARK 

 

We are also constantly reminding parents and 

guardians to NOT park in the staff car park AT ANY 

TIME.  Unfortunately there are limited parks on the 

school grounds, and therefore for staff ONLY.  If you 

need to drop off and pick up children from OSHC or 

sick bay, please park outside the grounds, the car 

park is not a drop off and pick up area.  Staff arrive 

to school from before 8am so it can be frustrating to 

find others utilising these parks. 

 

 

mailto:nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.oakparkps.vic.edu.au/


 

 

 

Willett Avenue Oak Park 3046                                 Issue 8 

t 9306 9182    e nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au       www.oakparkps.vic.edu.au                                       March 27th 2019 

 

 

 
 
 

3 

The Oak Leaf 

Oak Park Primary School will work collaboratively to provide a stimulating, safe and challenging 

learning environment that promotes resilient, innovative thinkers. 

 

Grades 1/2 Excursion 

On Wednesday 20th March, Grades 1 and 2 went 

on an exciting excursion to the city. Students 

explored the landmarks they have been learning 

about during their Inquiry topic of ‘What makes our 

city special’. 

The students visited the NGV, AMCI, Federation 

Square, Flinders Street Station, Hosier Lane and 

Birrarung Marr. Did you know that there is a 

hidden ballroom at Flinders Street Station? 

It was an action packed walking adventure and 

everyone had a wonderful day.  
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I have set up a Gratitude Wall in the library, for 

students to add a comment about ‘What are you 

grateful for today?’ 

Please encourage your child to come along and 

share using the post it notes I have left on the 

ledge for them.   The idea is for students to be able 

to come and add their comments throughout the 

week (I will remove them weekly, ready for the new 

week commencing). 

My aim is to then share their gratitude in the 

weekly newsletter and also have the wellbeing 

leaders share some of their thoughts at assembly. 

Bryan and I attended the Resilience Project on 

Monday night, and the presenter said that in order 

for us to feel happier and improve our mental 

health, we need 3-4 crucial things- gratitude, 

empathy, mindfulness  and connection (connection 

to people- disconnect from our phones). 

 

The mental health statistics are that 1 in 7 primary 

school kids have a mental illness, 1 in 3 girls suffer 

from an anxiety disorder and 1 in 5 boys. 

It would be great if we could work with children to 

appreciate and love what they have, NOT what they 

don’t have.  Too much attention seems to be on the 

things we don’t have, hence, hoping the gratitude 

wall enables them to focus on all the great things 

they DO have.  

 

Maria Giordano 

Student Wellbeing Officer 
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Easter Raffle 

Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5    

1st - $100 Coles Myer Voucher and an Easter Treat 

2nd - $70 Coles Myer Voucher and an Easter Treat 

3rd - $50 Coles Myer Voucher and an Easter Treat 

All tickets and money must be returned to the 

school by Monday 1st April, 2019. The raffle will be 

drawn at the end of term assembly, Friday 5th April 

Make sure your name and phone number is clearly 

written on the ticket stub you return so we know who 

the lucky winner is!  Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. 

There are more tickets available at the office if you 

need them.    There will also be a $40 prize pack for 

a lucky winner. 

 

 

 

Hot Cross Buns                     

Hot Cross bun forms are due back at school by 

the 26th March and Buns will be delivered to 

school on Wed 3rd April. 

 

Guess the Eggs 

To raise money for the Grade 6 Graduation, the 

Fundraising Committee are running a fundraiser 

called Guess the Eggs.  

The aim is to guess how many eggs are in the two 

jars. The person who has the closest guess will win 

the whole jar. Winners will be announced at the last 

assembly of Term 1.   

Each guess is 50c and the fundraising committee 

will be accepting guesses during lunchtimes until 

the end of term. They will be sitting outside the 5/6 

area. Listen out for reminder announcements. 

*If you want to guess more than once you can line 

up again for another guess. 

Also, there are only two more days to purchase icy 

poles this term. Icy poles will also be sold on 

Wednesday March 27th and April 3rd during 

lunchtime.  

Thank you for supporting the fundraising efforts of 

Oak Park Primary Schools SRC Fundraising 

Committee!  
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Earth Hour 

This Saturday, at 8.30pm, many people around the 

world will be taking part in Earth Hour, which is an 

event that attempts to draw attention to climate 

change and what we can do to reduce our impact. 

Families may be involved easily by simply switching 

off lights and non-essential electrical goods for an 

hour from 8.30pm on Saturday. You may also 

choose to get involved in some of the events that 

are going on – check out the website:  

https://www.earthhour.org.au . 

                               

Electricity production in Australia is one of the 

bigger contributors to climate change because of 

our reliance on coal-fired power stations, which 

produce greenhouse gases which contribute to 

climate change, hence the electricity switch off. 

At school during the week, students will learn some 

basics about climate change and will be asked to 

consider alternatives to electricity use for achieving 

our daily requirements. Classes are also being 

asked to switch off for an hour during the week to 

support this. You may wish to speak a little about 

this at home – the kids might be able to teach you 

something! 

Casual Clothes Day 

There will be a casual clothes day on the last day of 

term, Friday 5th April.   Please bring a gold coin 

donation if you wear casual clothes.                            

Your donation will support (and be acknowledged 

by) the Royal Children's Hospital Good Friday 

Appeal 2019. 

Japanese  

There is another Japanese drawing competition 

currently running for the Japan Festival 2019, which 

will be held on Sunday, 19 May in Box Hill.                  

You can only enter as an individual (by yourself) on 

an A3 piece of paper. The theme is “Future after 

20 years” and you can use any medium – for 

example crayons, pastels, paint, colour pens and 

pencils. 

Please put your name and grade/year level, the 

name of your school and the title of your 

drawing on the back at the bottom right hand 

of the piece of paper. 

Entries are due to Sensei by 26th April – so you 

can complete it in the holidays. There are 4 

shopping voucher prizes on offer for the Primary 

School Division of the competition. 

https://www.jcv-au.org/japanfestival/contest-

en/drawing-contest-en  

For more information please feel free to come and 

see me. 

 

Melissa Ly 

Japanese Language Teacher 
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Cyber Safety 

Oak Park Primary School is hosting a 

ThinkUKnow Presentation for Parents – 

Wednesday April 3rd , 7pm 

ThinkUKnow is a partnership between the 

Australian Federal Police (AFP), the Commonwealth 

Bank of Australia, Datacom and Microsoft Australia 

and is delivered in collaboration with state and 

territory police. ThinkUKnow is Australia’s first and 

only nationally delivered, law enforcement led, 

online safety program.  

Self-protection through education and 

empowerment is the key for children to protect 

themselves against threatening or harmful 

situations online.                                                             

The presentation will be delivered by a local law 

enforcement member and an industry volunteer. 

The presentation covers issues relating to children 

and young peoples’ privacy and security online, 

their relationships with other users and their online 

reputation. It provides insight into the devices 

young people are using, as well as the popular 

websites, apps and social networking sites they’re 

accessing. This is a fantastic opportunity for you to 

learn more about young people and the online 

environment, and how you can help them to be 

safe and responsible users of technology. 

 

 

 

For more information, you can 

visit  www.thinkuknow.org.au or contact Tania 

Haimon on 03 9306 9182 or 

haimon.tania.t@edumail.vic.gov.au 

The presentation is FREE, all parents and teachers 

are welcome and will be held in the Foundation 

Area (next to the library).  
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Transition Year 7 2020 

GLENROY COLLEGE 

 

 

TRANSITION PROCESS: 

 

The year 6-7 Transition to Secondary College 

follows a set process.  Applications for Secondary 

College for 2020 and parent Information sheets 

become available after the 23rd April, and will be 

sent home to all Grade 6 families. Enrolment is 

done via this process only.  

We suggest families attend information nights at 

the local Secondary Colleges as you will be required 

to submit 3 preferences on your Application.  

Please ensure all documentation is read thoroughly, 

as many colleges are strictly zoned. Strathmore 

Secondary College is one such school where proof 

of residence must be supplied with the Application. 

Most Colleges also have an accelerated or SEAL 

Program, (Buckley Park Secondary College, 

Brunswick Secondary College) which is a separate 

application, or you may be accepted at other 

schools on Curriculum grounds (Strathmore 

Secondary College) 

All transition information regarding Secondary 

College open nights and school tours will be placed 

in the newsletter as it comes to hand.   

COBURG HIGH SCHOOL
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PASCOE VALE GIRLS SECONDARY COLLEGE 

 

 
ESSENDON KEILOR COLLEGE  EKC 

 
 

ROSEHILL SECONDARY COLLEGE 
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Community News 
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Class Name Awarded for 

FH Frankie Wepener  

 

 

For always starting the day with a bright smile and positive 

attitude.  Thank you for contributing to making our classroom 

a happy one! 

FM Dhyanie Dandeniya For always listening to instructions and producing a high 

standard of work. Well done! 

FS Holly Gigliotti For always arriving at school with a great attitude and 

volunteering to help in the classroom. Thank-you Holly for 

everything you do for FS! 

1H   

1C Harvey King For always participating in class activities, sharing your ideas 

and being resilient.  Great work Harvey 

 

1PA   

2D   

2M   

3/4B Elliot Mohummadally  

3JW   

3E Kadir Karabag For developing beautiful fluency with your reading and for 

regularly reading a ‘Just Right Book’ at home. Well done 

Kadir. 

4P Chloe Giordano For working extremely hard to improve your reading and 

spelling.  Your efforts are paying off 

5/6A Mahit Khatri For always completing your homework in a timely manner 

5/6C   
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5/6GC Holly Kalimeras 

 

Oliver Saxon 

For working well independently to complete your work in a 

timely manner 

For working really hard to stay focused during our maths 

lesson.  You should be very proud of yourself 

Japanese  Mac Mannix For your consistent efforts in Japanese class with participating 

and answering questions, always following instructions and 

helping pack up the Japanese room.  Well done and keep it 

up 

Performing 

Arts 
  

Art   
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School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manager  Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Jessica Sermeliotis  jessica.sermeliotis@gmail.com 

School Council President Joanne Roolker  joanne.roolker@live.com.au 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  
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