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Uniform Award 
                                                                                                 

This week’s 

Uniform Wearers of the Week Award  

goes to  

OMAR JAMMAL 

Congratulations Omar for setting such a terrific example 

to the rest of the school! 

                 

Don’t forget School Photo Day is next 

Monday 21st May.   Students will need to 

bring their photo orders to school ON THIS 

DAY.  Family order forms are available from 

the Office but are ONLY able to be ordered 

online prior to Monday.  Orders cannot be 

put in at the Office and all correspondence 

regarding photos must be made via MSP 

Photography  Ph:  9466 7331.  Late orders 

will be subject to a $20 fee. 

Principal’s Column 

I remember reading an article once about the 

Solomon Islanders (I think it was the Solomon 

Islanders). It is said, that when a tree in the jungle is 

too big to cut down with an axe, a team of locals will 

take it in turns to yell at the tree. Each morning, it 

becomes someone’s job to go up to the big tree and 

yell at it. This continues for 30 days after which, the 

islanders believe, the tree dies.  

As sensible, sophisticated, city people we would 

probably find this a bit funny, a bit silly perhaps or 

maybe just pretty naïve.  

But then, how many times have you known one of 

us modern, sophisticated people to yell at their car, 

the television, an umpire or the lawnmower? You 

must admit, that’s pretty silly too. 

And what about yelling at each other or yelling at 

kids?  

Maybe something happens inside the tree when it is 

yelled at and something really does die inside it. I 

don’t know. But I reckon I’ve known kids who have 

had something die inside of them as a result of being 

constantly yelled at. 

 

Save The Date: 

School Disco 15th June.  Further information in 

coming weeks 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 18th  Walk to School Day 

May 21st   School Photos 

 

May 22 – 25  Book Fair 

 

May 22nd & 24th    School Tours 

 

May 26th   Comedy Night 
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Education Week 

During Education Week, hundreds of government 

schools and kindergartens will open their doors to 

local parents and the broader community through 

information nights, open days, student displays, 

performances and other special events that 

showcase their programs and achievements. 

The theme for Education Week this year is 

‘Celebrating the Arts’. 

Here are some of the activities on offer at Oak Park: 

 

MondayMondayMondayMonday School Photos 

TuesdayTuesdayTuesdayTuesday Book Fair 

  School Tour (please book) 

  5/6 Life Skills Program 

  5/6 Incursion: Captains and  

  Convicts 

WednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesday Book Fair 

  Open Morning 9.30 – 10.30am 

  Arts Assembly 9.00am 

ThursdayThursdayThursdayThursday Book Fair 

  School Tour (please book) 

  District Cross Country 

FridayFridayFridayFriday  Book Fair 

  Open Morning 9.30 – 10.30am 

 

Mother’s Day Stalls 

Last week the school was abuzz with 

excitement as children deliberated on 

the best present to buy for their Mums. 

This special annual event gives children 

the opportunity to browse, reflect on their mothers’ 

likes and dislikes, and finally to make a decision, is 

made possible by our Parents and Friends 

Association.  

I would like to acknowledge the PFA’s hard work and 

creativity with the provision of so many beautiful 

gifts for the children to choose from.  

Well done PFA members and volunteers!  

Children’s Laureate 

In February, award-winning children’s author Morris 

Gleitzman was named the new Australian Children’s 

Laureate for 2018–19. As laureate, he will join his 

predecessors, Leigh Hobbs, Jackie French, Alison 

Lester and Boori Monty Pryor in promoting the 

importance of reading. 

When accepting the position as Children’s Laureate, 

Morris spoke how the need for stories is more 

important now than ever; how he will advocate for 

the transformative power of reading — and how 

library professionals are a fundamental part of this 

process. 
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Speaking just a couple of days after his appointment, 

he was excited about how he would use his role to 

promote reading for young people. ‘I want to make 

available to as many young Australians as possible a 

wide range of rich and nourishing reading 

experiences, with all the support, encouragement, 

inspiration, resources and permissions that help that 

happen.’ 

Morris will take his campaign to parents, decision 

makers, and people outside the education sphere — 

those ‘who may have either forgotten how 

important good stories were to them in their 

childhood, or maybe those who had the misfortune 

to not have the opportunity to discover everything 

good stories had to offer’. This means that his 

campaign will be targeted at adults as much as 

children; it is, after all, largely adults who are at the 

centre of children’s lives and help make reading 

available to them.  

Don’t forget the Oak Park PS Book 

Fair is on next week, that is  

Tues May 22nd – Fri May 25th. 

Please come along and check out 

the books and other things for sale! 

 

 

Comedy Night 

Our Comedy Night is ALWAYS a fun night.  

HURRY UP AND CALL INTO THE OFFICE TO GET 

YOUR TICKETS 
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Mother’s Day Afternoon 

Tea 

On Thursday the 10th of May, the Foundation 

students hosted a Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea for 

their beloved mums.  As the students have been 

exploring their own family history and culture this 

term, they decided to create an ‘Australian’ 

afternoon tea which consisted of vegemite 

sandwiches, lamingtons, Anzac biscuits and choc 

chip cookies. Thank you to all the parents and 

grandparents who attended, it was a great 

afternoon! 

 

Mothers Day Stall 

From Student News - Amelia Miller and Yasemin 

Yilmaz 

Last week the lovely parents from the PFA tended 

to the Mother’s Day stall. Kids came in classes, 

picking perfect presents for their fabulous mums. 

Some of the things for sale were: a happiness kit (a 

donation to the stall), sweet smelling candles that 

came in a variety of shapes, pretty pens, cards and 

wine glasses for all of those lucky mums. We 

searched the crowds of students buying beautiful 

gifts to find some opinions on the Mother’s Day 

stall:                                                                         

“Colourful, the mums are so lucky.”                                     

“It was good, it was better than last year.”                   

“The bestest!” 

 

Walk to School 

Getting to school the Active Way 

The 5/6 team have been working hard to create this 

survey for our fellow students to answer. We would 

really appreciate if your children and you could take 

a few minutes of your time to answer these 

questions.  
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Just scan the qr code with your child’s iPad (they 

should have the app on their iPad.) 

Thanks for your time. 

Kind regards, 5/6LD. 

 

 

WALK TO SCHOOL DAY IS FRIDAY 18
TH

 MAY 

 

 

Hi we are the newsletter 

group from 5/6LD, we are 

here to tell you the reason 

why you should walk to 

school.  

The reason why you should walk to school is to 

help you get fit, and it reduces stress to make you 

feel more relaxed. You can also have fun with 

friends and make new ones while keeping in shape.  

Regular physical activities will improve balance and 

develop skills. Walking can also make the air less 

polluted so walking is a great way to get fit and 

keep the world in it’s best shape. 

 Did you know that cars create gas that pollutes the 

air? But walking is not the only thing you could do. 

You could also ride a bike, scooter or take a train if 

necessary.  

All of these are great for the environment and for 

you to keep fit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By: 

Declan Boyde, Lachlan Chila, Jordan Papazoglou, 

William Calafiore and Patrick Hamilton. 
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Premiers Reading 

Challenge             

 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now 

open and Oak Park Primary School is excited to be 

participating.  

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from 

birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of 

reading for literacy development. It is not a 

competition; but a personal challenge for children 

to read a set number of books by 7 September 

2018. 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to 

read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents 

and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are 

challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a 

certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 

Premier and can choose to have their name 

included on the online Honour Roll. If you would 

like your child‘s name to appear on the Honour 

Roll, please sign the attached form and return it to 

your school. 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the 

booklists and for more information about the 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

If you choose to participate in the Reading 

Challenge, please return the forms  to Denise 

Anderson (Grade 4). 

 

Walking School Bus 

 

 

WALKING SCHOOL BUS ‘Expression of Interest’ 

form located at the back of the newsletter 
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Book Fair 

 
 

 

 

 

Are you looking for a special way to honour your 

child’s time at Oak Park PS?                                       

A great idea would be to purchase a book from the 

‘Paws for Books’ book fair and donate it to the 

school Library.  It is a great way to enhance our 

Library collection as well as leaving a lasting gift to 

the school.  When a book is donated to the Library, 

a special book plate with your family name will be 

placed in the front cover. Your child will be given 

the option to be the first person to borrow the 

book.  Thank you in advance for your thoughtful 

donations.  
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Year 6-7 Transition 

OAK PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL                      

TRANSITION TIMELINE Year 7-2019                           

8 August:  Oak Park Primary School will notify 

parents/carers in writing, with placement offers.             

11 December: Secondary Schools host an 

Orientation Day for Year 6 students. 

Japanese News 

How is your Japanese Day outfit planning going?  

Thank you to those parents and students who have 

submitted their money for the Japanese incursion. 

Toshi and Noriko are both fabulous performers 

who will definitely put on an amazing show for us!      

 

This week the sushi order forms will go out to 

students. Please note that due to such a large order 

the suppliers have requested the orders to be 

finalised by Friday the 1st of June- the due date 

for sushi orders.                                                                      

Therefore, no late orders will be accepted. 

If for some reason your child is not attending 

Japanese Day, could I please ask that you let me 

know via email, which you can find on the school 

website.  

If you have any further questions please feel free to 

contact me. 

Melissa Ly 

Japanese Language Teacher 

 

 

2019 Foundation News 

 

If you are contemplating enrolling your child at Oak 

Park Primary School in 2019, please call into the 

office to pick up and complete an Enrolment form. 

We have been advised of a confirmed case of whooping cough 
within the Grade 3 area. Please note following signs and 
symptoms..... 
.Whooping cough often starts like a cold with a runny nose, 
sneezing and tiredness over several days, and then the 
characteristic coughing bouts develop. These bouts can be very 
severe and frightening, and may end with a crowing noise (the 
‘whoop’) as air is drawn back into the chest. Coughing episodes 
are frequently followed by gagging or vomiting. During coughing 
attacks, a child's breathing can be obstructed and they may 
become blue or stop breathing. The bouts of coughing may 
continue for many weeks even after appropriate treatment. Babies 
under six months of age, vaccinated children, adolescents and 
adults may not display the typical whoop. 
If you believe your child may be showing these signs or 
symptoms, please see a Doctor immediately 
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We have been advised of a confirmed case of 

whooping cough within the Grade 3 area. Please 

note following signs and symptoms..... 

.Whooping cough often starts like a cold with a 

runny nose, sneezing and tiredness over several 

days, and then the characteristic coughing bouts 

develop. These bouts can be very severe and 

frightening, and may end with a crowing noise (the 

‘whoop’) as air is drawn back into the chest. 

Coughing episodes are frequently followed by 

gagging or vomiting. During coughing attacks, a 

child's breathing can be obstructed and they may 

become blue or stop breathing. The bouts of 

coughing may continue for many weeks even after 

appropriate treatment. Babies under six months of 

age, vaccinated children, adolescents and adults 

may not display the typical whoop. 

If you believe your child may be showing these 

signs or symptoms, please see a Doctor 

immediately 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Photo Information 
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Community News 
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Class Name Awarded for 

FH Leyla Vurgun For taking on board, and applying teacher feedback to improve writing.  

Well done, you’re a star! 

FS Alyssa Bolte For listening to your teachers feedback during writing, which has really 

helped you sounding out. 

FP Vinudi Ranasinghe For showing great improvement in both reading and writing!  Keep up 

the good work! 

1M 

 
Kadir Aydin For always listening when on the floor and for being a fantastic role 

model to others 

1H Agasthya Nellore For having a positive attitude to your learning and to always being 

helpful and kind in the classroom 

1/2C 

 
Ihsan Kucukali For striving to improve his work and being resilient.  Well done Ihsan! 

2M 

 
Blake Sabotkoski 

 

Madeleine Reither 

For working hard to show your best in class, focussing well and showing 

active listening 

For working hard in class, even if you find the work tricky.  How resilient 

2D Alessio Murone-Barr 

 

Lilly Chronis 

For being ready for learning and for actively participating in class 

discussions.  Keep up the good work 

For staying focussed and working hard to complete your work on time.  

Keep up the great effort 

3E Luke Dyer For continuing to work really hard and for making excellent choices.  You 

are an awesome role model for your peers 

3P 

 
Ruby Jory For being an encouraging leader in your CBL group and a positive role 

model in class 

3/4B 

 
Elif Yilmaz 19th May  

Alyssa Koeleman 

 

4A 

 
Abbey Goodwin For demonstrating respectful behaviour towards teachers and her 

learning 

4JW 

 
Artemis Rezai Mirghaed 

Mahit Khatri 

For always working extra hard to achieve and improve on her learning 

For always being organised and ready to learn 
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5/6C 

 
  

5/6G 

 
  

5/6LD 

 
Savannah Byrne For always persisting with challenging tasks and working to your capacity 

5/6P 

 
  

Sustainability   

Japanese Cailey Finlayson 5/6C For always setting a good example in class.  Despite having issues with 

her assessment task, she managed to get on with her work and complete 

it with a short time frame.  Keep being a great leader in the class Cailey 

Performing 

Arts 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manager  Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Bron Barwick   nursebron@yahoo.com 

School Council President Joanne Roolker  joanne.roolker@live.com.au 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  
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sTUDENT wELLBEING 
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