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Principal’s Column  

Yesterday Jill and I attended the Hume-Moreland 

Principal’s Network meeting. During the meeting 

there was a presentation from a school that had 

introduced School Wide Positive Behaviours 

(SWPB).  You will know that this is an initiative that 

we have also introduced.  

The North West Victorian Region are encouraging 

all schools in the region to consider taking on the 

SWPB initiative, so we are well ahead of the game 

in that we commenced implementation early last 

year. 

One aspect of SWPB is the introduction of a positive 

acknowledgement or ‘rewards’ system to 

encourage children to do the right thing. The 

philosophy is that rewards will steadily fade after 

the expected behaviours become entrenched. We 

are working on this right now.   

We will soon be organising a competition for 

students to design an illustration depicting our 

three school values – Respect, Resilience and 

Responsibility. Winning designs will be made into 

postcards that teachers will use to acknowledge 

children’s positive behaviours. Postcards will be sent 

home to parents and families so that they too can 

support their children in their positive behaviours. 

******************************************************

Finally, I would like to say to all the mums out 

there – thank you for your wonderful children 

and have a Happy Mothers’ Day on Sunday! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 9-11 NAPLAN testing 

May 11-12 Mother’s Day Stall 

May 14 Mother’s Day 

May 18 District Cross Country at 

  Boeing Reserve 

May 22 School Photos 

 

May 16th    May 18th     May 24th                  

9.00am Finance   5.00pm Buildings & Grounds    7.00pm School Council Meeting 

   

UNIFORM AWARD 

This week’s 

Uniform Wearer of the Week Award  

goes to 

RIDA FATIMA Grade 1M 

Congratulations Rida for setting such a 

terrific example to the rest of the school! 

School Concert 

September 20 & 21st 
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Fundraising 

Our fundraising efforts this year are focused on the 

purchase of a new playground for the Junior School. 

Parts of the current playground are requiring 

increasing levels of maintenance and some of the 

timber will soon become unsafe.  

I will be meeting with the SRC as well as 

representatives from all classes F-3 to discuss what 

the children would like to see as part of the new 

playground.  

We are hopeful that we can get the new playground 

installed before the commencement of Term 3. 

Playgrounds are a huge expenditure item for 

schools and we need your support in order to 

provide a great play area for the kids! 

Mother’s Day 

Mother's Day is a time of 

commemoration and celebration for 

Mum. It is a time of breakfast in bed, 

family gatherings, and crayon scribbled "I 

Love You"s. 

 

The earliest Mother's Day celebrations can be 

traced back to the spring celebrations of ancient 

Greece in honor of Rhea, the Mother of the Gods. 

During the 1600's, England celebrated a day called 

"Mothering Sunday".  

 

During this time many of England's poor worked as 

servants for the wealthy. As most jobs were located 

far from their homes, the servants would live at the 

houses of their employers. On Mothering Sunday, 

the servants would have the day off and were 

encouraged to return home and spend the day with 

their mothers. A special cake, called the mothering 
cake was often bought along to provide a festive 

touch.  

A long tradition and one well worth remembering. 

Mother’s Day Stall 

This week the school was abuzz with excitement as 

children deliberated on the best present to buy for 

their Mums at the Mother’s Day stall. This special 

annual event gives children the opportunity to 

browse, reflect on their mothers’ likes and dislikes, 

and finally to make a decision, and is made possible 

by our Parents and Friends Association.  

I would like to acknowledge the PFA’s hard work 

and creativity with the provision of so many 

beautiful gifts for the children to choose from.  

Thank you PFA members and volunteers!  

 

The Mother’s Day Stall will be held again tomorrow 

for those students who may have forgotten their 

money today, or who would like to buy an extra 

present or two.                                                                

Friday 12th May 9 – 11.                                           

We would ask that all students please bring a re-

useable bag to take their present home. 
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Comedy Night 

Another huge thank you to everyone who came out 

to support the school’s 3rd Comedy Night last 

Saturday. We had a wonderful turnout for the 

occasion and everyone headed home with huge 

smiles on their faces. To see three fantastic and high 

profile comedians strut their stuff over the course of 

the evening was a real treat – and all for only $25! 

The Comedy Night has become one of the 

important social events on the Oak Park calendar – 

make sure you are there next year! 

Many thanks to Bron Barwick and the PFA for their 

wonderful organisation of the evening! 

Student Attendance  

It is important for all students to be at school 

every day. With Winter approaching, there will be 

many students who experience coughs, colds and 

other minor illnesses. When deciding whether to 

keep your child at home from school, please 

consider the following: 

A child should be at school unless - 

• the child is too sick to leave the house 

• the child has an infectious disease like 

measles, chicken pox or mumps 

• the child has an injury preventing 

movement around school 

• a medical or dental appointment could not 

be made out of school hours. 

 

Please remember that if children miss the basics 

in the early years of schooling they often 

experience learning difficulties later on. There is 

a direct link between attendance and achievement, 

and poor patterns of attendance in the early years 

can lead to poor patterns of attendance throughout 

the school years. 

NAPLAN 

Our students in Grades 3 and 5 this week 

participated in NAPLAN testing.  

 

NAPLAN is an annual national assessment program 

for all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. Students in 

these year levels participate in tests in Reading, 

Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar 

and punctuation) and Numeracy.  

 

Although NAPLAN determines students’ ‘point in 

time’ academic achievement, it is important to 

remember that their scores will only reflect their skill 

and understanding on the day of the test. 

 

As mentioned, the NAPLAN tests were conducted 

this week and individual students’ reports will be 

issued later in the year.  

For more information about NAPLAN visit  

www.naplan.edu.au 

 

Attitudes to School Survey 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what 

your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to 

School Survey has been in place for several years for 

Grades 5 and 6 students, but this year is open to 

Grade 4 for the first time.  
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The survey is provided by the Department of 

Education and Training. It is designed to assist 

schools in gaining an understanding of students’ 

perceptions and experience of school. Our school 

will use the survey results to plan programs and 

activities to improve your child’s experience at 

school. 

 

All responses to the survey are anonymous. This 

year the Attitudes to School survey will be 

conducted online (again for the first time) during 

the period Monday, 22nd May to Friday, 23rd June. 

The survey only takes 20-30 minutes to complete 

and will occur during class time. 

 

The survey results will be reported back to the 

school at the end of July. Please speak to your 

child’s teacher if you would like further details. 

 

Drop Off Area 

Several parents are entering the Drop Off Zone and 

stopping in the parking bay when dropping off their 

children. They then reverese or enter the flow of 

traffic in the Drop Off Zone. 

This is a dangerous practice as children are often in 

the area, and we ask that all parents and families use 

the area as it was intended to be used, without 

disrupting the flow of cars through the zone. 

Please do not use the parking bay for 

picking up or dropping off children.  

 

2018 Enrolments  

Enrolments are now being accepted for 2018. If you 

would like an enrolment form to be emailed please 

contact Fran on: 

macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

All enrolments must be handed in to the Office 

by June 31  

5c Frenzy 

There will be containers in each classroom for 

students to bring any unwanted 5 cent coins into 

school. The containers will stay in the classes until 

the end of term 3. There will be a zooper day for the 

class with the most coins  at the end of the of term 

2 and a hot chip lunch for the overall leader at the 

end of Term 3. 

All money raised will be going towards renewing 

the F-2 playground.   

The PFA would like to apologise for any confusion 

that may have occurred between our schools 

fundraiser and the 'Love Your Sister Big Heart 

Project' that is currenlty collecting 5c coins for 

breast cancer research. 

 If anyone has donated coins with the intention of 

them going to The Big Heart Project please feel free 

to see your classroom teacher or contact 

nursebron@yahoo.com to have your coins 

returned. 
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If anyone would like to support The Big Heart 

Project but requires more information, it can be 

found here: www.loveyoursister.org 

Again, the PFA apologise for any confusion that may 

have occurred and encourage people to contact the 

PFA or the school if they have any queries or 

concerns regarding their donations. 

 

Regards 

PFA 

School Photos 

School photos will be taken on Monday 22nd 

May.    All students are to wear correct uniform and 

make sure they bring along their big smiles!  

 

 

 

Japanese News 

Each week we are getting closer and closer to 

“Japanese Day”. On the 9th June, we will have a 

dress up competition, so start thinking about your 

Japanese costume! You can be an Anime character, 

or even traditional dress, or the flag – you can be 

as creative as you like, however it needs to relate 

to Japan in some way. The best-dressed student 

from Foundation to Grade 2, and the best dressed 

student from Grade 3 to Grade 6 will win a prize!                                                                      

You would also have received an email about our 

incursion on the day – a performance by Showko. 

Please ensure that you pay the $6.50 and give 

consent for your child to attend on compass. The 

due date for this is May the 12th. 

Melissa Broso 

Japanese Language Teacher 

 

Victorian Premier’s 

Reading Challenge   

 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now 

open and Oak Park Primary School is excited to be 

participating.  
 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from 

birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of 

reading for literacy development. It is not a 

competition; but a personal challenge for children 

to read a set number of books by 8 September 

2017. 

 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to 

read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 

teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are 

challenged to read 15 books. 

 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a 

certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
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Premier and can choose to have their name 

included on the online Honour Roll. If you would 

like your child‘s name to appear on the Honour Roll, 

please sign the attached form and return it to your 

classroom teacher.  

 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the 

booklists and for more information about the 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
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Year 6-7 Transition 

OAK PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL                      

TRANSITION TIMELINE Year 7-2018 

12 May:  ‘Application for Year 7 

Placement’ forms to be returned to Oak 

Park Primary School 

9 August:  Oak Park Primary School to 

notify parents/carers in writing, with 

placement offers 

12 December: Secondary Schools host 

an Orientation Day for Year 6 students 

Book Club 

The next Book Club meeting will be on 29th May at 

7.30pm in the staffroom.                                               

The book is Confessions of a Domestic Goddess.     

All welcome  

Walk Safely to School Day 

Friday 19h May is Walk Safely to School Day! Now 

in its 18th year, National Walk Safely to School Day 

is an annual event where all Primary School 

children are encouraged to walk and commute 

safely to school.  

Walk to School Safely Day is an initiative that is 

designed to: 

 

• Re-enforce safe pedestrian behaviour 

amongst children. 

• Promote the health benefits of walking and 

help create regular walking habits at an 

early age. 

• Help children develop the vital road-

crossing skills they will need, as they 

become mature pedestrians. 

• Reduce car dependency habits that are 

being created at an early age. 

• Reduce the level of air pollution created by 

motor vehicles. 

 

We hope you can all join us by safely walking to 

school on Friday 19th March! 
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Grade 5H C.B.L. 

Dear Parents/Teachers and Students, 

 

As a part of our CBL challenge, we have come up 

with a solution for pollution!    

 

Our program is to convince students in 

Oak Park, to stop littering! 

We will encourage the students to pick up five 

pieces of rubbish. We will then reward them with a 

ticket, which they will place in the boxes provided 

with their name and grade. There will be four boxes 

to choose from.  

 

The more tickets, the more chance of you winning 

prizes. 

Over the loud speaker, we will randomly pull out a 

ticket and announce the winner. The student called 

out will get rewarded with a prize container or 

choosing the music for the bell.  (the bell is for one 

week and the music must be appropriate).  The prize 

container 

contains, quality stationary, stickers, badges that 

students can wear for a week, little toys and charms. 

 

Kind regards, Peren, Duaa, Zarra and Mya 

5/6H 

Play Group                       

Your children do not have to be attending Oak Park 

Primary School to take advantage of Play Group. 

Come along every Friday morning between 9-11. 
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Premiers Reading Challenge Consent Form 
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WOW AWARDS for RESILIENCE 
Class Name Awarded for 

FH Prisha Roy For always sounding out words brilliantly during writing.  Keep up the 

great work 

FA Coco Evans  

FP Beril Su Ata For always having a lovely smile every day 

1C Sarah DeMaria For having a try at new things and never giving up! 

1/2G   

1M Stella McKinnon For having a fantastic week in the classroom and persisting with all her 

tasks.  Well Done! 

2E Chloe Giordano For showing great resilience when faced with a challenge during our 

numeracy activities.  Awesome attitude, keep it up Chloe 

2D Amelia Brown For always rising to the challenge and never giving up.  You have 

developed your problem solving skills well this term 

3B   

3C   

3H Lilly Zeini  

4A Brooke Carpinteri For demonstrating resilience in solving some problems herself 

4JW Naia McMay For always being friendly, helpful and caring 

5/6P Lili Ricco  

5/6H Martin Tippett  

5/6C Yifen Soukaseun  

5/6LH Alyssa Khan  

Sustainability   
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Japanese Bevan Sinnett-

Flinn 

For persisting with challenging tasks and extending himself in Japanese.  

Keep up the good work Bevan! 

Phys. Ed. Lucy Lowry 

Raouf Elkersh 

 

Performing 

Arts 

Julian Jurista  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   School Contacts 
Principal   Bryan Nolan   nolan.william.b@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Business Manager  Annette D’Elia  delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Office Manger   Fran MacDonough  macdonough.frances.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PFA President   Bron Barwick   nursebron@yahoo.com 

School Council President Rory Sercombe  rorysercombe@hotmail.com 

OSHC Coordinator  Julie Andrews   aftercare@oakparkps.vic.edu.au  
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